The Commonest Verbs in Old Norse

Old Norse verbs are listed in the dictionary under their infinitive form (e.g. hlaupa, "to run"). In addition to the
infinitive, verbs are often listed in Old Norse dictionaries and glossaries with their "principal parts," the four forms
you need in order to predict what all the other forms of the word are. These principal parts are the third-person
singular present (e.g. "he runs," abbreviated 3 sg. pres. below), the third-person singular past (e.g. "she ran,"
abbreviated 3 sg. past below), the third-person plural past (e.g. "they ran," abbreviated 3 pl. past below), and the

past participle ("I have run in that race," "It's a well-run operation;" abbreviated part. below).

In what follows, I present the principal parts of several very common verbs in Old Norse. If you are embarking on
serious study of the language, it helps to memorize these as they can save you a lot of time looking for something

in the dictionary.

Verbs listed in SMALL CAPS are completely predictable and regular based on their type. Those listed in bold are the

extra-common verbs I think any learner should have memorized early.

infinitive 3 sg. pres. 3 sg. past 3 pl. past part. meaning type

bidja bidr bad badu bedinn "request” strong—V
BJODA BYDR BAUD BUDU BODINN "OFFER" STRONG—TII
BRJOTA BRYTR BRAUT BRUTU BROTINN "BREAK" STRONG—II
bua byr bjo bjuggu buinn "prepare, live" strong—VII
eiga a acti attu actr "own, have" preterite-present
falla fellr fell fellu fallinn "fall" strong—VII
FARA FERR FOR FORU FARINN "GO, TRAVEL" STRONG—VI

fa fer fekk fengu fenginn "get" strong—VII
finna finnr fann fundu fundinn "find" strong—IIIb
FYLGJA FYLGR FYLGDI FYLGDU FYLGDR "FOLLOW" WK.—I-TYPE
ganga gengr gekk gengu genginn "walk, go" strong—VII
GEFA GEFR GAF GAFU GEFINN "GIVE" STRONG—V
hafa hef(i)r haf6i hofdu hafér "have" wk.—unique
halda heldr helt heldu haldinn "hold" strong—VII
HEYRA HEYRIR HEYRDI HEYRDU HEYRDR "HEAR" WK.—I-TYPE
hoggva heggr hjo hjuggu hoggvinn "cut, chop”  strong—VII
KALLA KALLAR KALLADI KOLLUDU KALLADR "caLL" WK.—A-TYPE
kunna kann kunni kunnu kunnadr "know how"  preterite-present
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KVEDA
lata
LEGGJA
LEIDA
LIFA
liggja
LIKA
mega
munu
MALA
na
NEMA
RODA
SENDA
SETJA
sitja
sja
skilja
SKJOTA
skulu
snua
SPYRJA
SVARA
SYNA
traa
unna
VEITA
vera
verda
vilja
vita
piggja
bykiga
ATLA

KVEDR
letr
LEGGR
LEIDIR
LIFIR
liggr
LIKAR
ma
mun
MALIR
nxr
NEMR
RODIR
SENDIR
SETR
sitr

sér
skilr
SKYTR
skal
snyr
SPYRR
SVARAR
SYNIR
trair
ann
VEITIR
er
veror
vill
veit
piggr
pykkir

ATLAR

KVAD
lét
LAGDI
LEIDDI
LIFDI
la
LIKADI
matti
mundi
MALTI
nadi
NAM
RODDI
SENDI
SETTI
sat

sa
skildi
SKAUT
skyldi
sneri/snori
SPURDI
SVARADI
SYNDI
trudi
unni
VEITTI
var
vard
vildi
vissi

pa
potti
ATLADI

KVADU
létu
LOGDU
LEIDDU
LIFbU
lagu
LIKUDU
mattu
mundu
MALTU
nadu
NAMU
RODDU
SENDU
SETTU
satu
sa(u)
skildu
SKUTU
skyldu
sneru/sngru
SPURDU
SVORUDU
SYNDU
tradu
unnu
VEITTU
varu
urdu
vildu
vissu
pagu
pottu

ATLUDU

(c) 2016 Jackson Crawford, Ph.D.—jacksoncrawford@berkeley.edu

KVEDINN
latinn
LAGDR
LEIDDR
LIFDR
leginn
LIKADR
mattur
MALTR
nadr
NUMINN
RODDR
SENDR
SETTR
setinn
sénn
skil(i)dr
SKOTINN
skyldr
snuinn
SPURDR
SVARADR
SYNDR
truadr
unnadr
VEITTR
verinn
ordinn
viljadr
vitadr
peginn
pott
ATLADR

"SPEAK"

"let"

n n

PUT
"LEAD"
"LIVE"

"lie (down)"

HLIKEH

"will"
"SPEAK"
"go get"
"TAKE"
"SPEAK"

"SEND"

"understand"
"SHOOT"
"ought to"

"turn"

"ANSWER"
"sHOW"
"believe"
"love"
"GRANT"
"be"
"become"
"want"
"know"
"receive"
" "
seem

"INTEND"

STRONG—V

strong—VII
WK.—JA-TYPE
WK.—I-TYPE
WK.—I-TYPE
strong—V
WK.—A-TYPE

preterite-present
preterite-present

WK.—I-TYPE

strong pres./ wk. past

STRONG—IV
WEAK—I-TYPE
WEAK—I-TYPE
WEAK—IJA-TYPE
strong—V
strong—V
wk.—ja-type
STRONG—II

preterite-present

strong—VII
WK.—JA-TYPE
WK.—A-TYPE
WK.—I-TYPE

wk.—unique
preterite-present
WK.—I-TYPE
unique
strong—III
wk.—unique

preterite-present

strong—V
wk.—i-type
WK.—A-TYPE



