


ABOUT ME 
 I'P a PXOWi-faceWed SeUfRUPaQce aUWiVW fURP TRURQWR, CaQada. ​ I'P a ciUcXV aUWiVW, I VSeciaOi]e iQ cRQWRUWiRQ, 
VRPeWiPeV I faOO dRZQ fRU PRQe\ (cRXgh VWXQW dRXbOe cRXgh). I'P WUaQV QRQbiQaU\, aQd WaON a ORW abRXW geQdeU 
iQ Za\V WhaW VRPeWiPeV heOSV SeRSOe, RU VRPeWiPeV PaNeV WheP UeaOO\ aQgU\ RQOiQe (eiWheU Za\, 90% Rf Whe 
WiPe I aQVZeU NiQdO\. 10% Rf Whe WiPe, fRU Whe VecRQd caWegRU\, I PighW geW a OiWWOe VaOW\). ReaOO\, I'P jXVW a 
SeaUO\, caOcified VWUXcWXUe RSeUaWiQg aQ RSWiPi]ed PeaW-Pech VXiW WhaW I'Ye PRdified WR PaNe eYeU\ PRPeQW Rf 
P\ Oife haSSieU, VhiQieU, aQd PRUe PeaQiQgfXO. IVQ'W WhaW ZhaW Ze aOO ZaQW? 

​ 

If \RX'Ye beeQ ZiWh Pe fURP Whe begiQQiQg, \RX PighW haYe VWaUWed RXW UeadiQg P\ WUaYeO ZUiWiQgV fURP ​P\ 
cRQWRUWiRQ SiOgUiPage WR MRQgROia ​. SiQce WheQ, P\ bORg RXWgUeZ P\ OiWWOe SeUVRQaO ZebViWe aQd I VWaUWed P\ 
PaWUeRQ ​, aQd iW hRVWV P\ ciUcXV ZUiWiQg SURjecWV (QRQ-ficWiRQ & ficWiRQ - OiNe ​Writing the Circus ​, aQd XScRPiQg 
ShRWR bRRNV, eVVa\V, aQd VhRUW VWRUieV). MRVW UeceQWO\, I VWaUWed a VSeciaO VWUeaP Rf P\ PaiOiQg OiVW jXVW fRU P\ 
µVWRUieV fURP Whe URad¶ [if \RX¶Ue aOUead\ RQ P\ PaiQ OiVW, bXW ZaQW WR hRS RQ WhiV VSeciaO ​side of the mailing 
list for whenever ​Whe SaQdePic OifWV aQd ciUcXV adYeQWXUeV caQ haSSeQ agaiQ, ​WhiV VigQ-XS ​ ZiOO WaNe \RX WheUe]. 

 

ƅ

PREFACE 
The fROORZiQg SageV hROd Whe cROOecWed ZUiWiQgV Rf a cRQWUacW WhaW I had eaUOieU WhiV \eaU, iQ SXPPeU 2020. I 
ZaV iQYiWed WR SeUfRUP P\ iQQRYaWiYe VROR cRQWRUWiRQ acW ± ​VACUUM ​± RQ ​Supertalent​, a GeUPaQ TV VhRZ 
WhaW fROORZV a W\SicaO µWaOeQW VhRZ¶ fRUPaW. I decided WR dRcXPeQW Whe SURceVV WhURXgh a VWUeaP Rf VWRU\ 
iQVWaOOaWiRQV WR a VSeciaO SaUW Rf P\ PaiOiQg OiVW ± baVicaOO\,  ORQgfRUP OiYe-WZeeWiQg.  
 
I¶Ye SUeVeUYed Whe SaciQg aQd VeSaUaWiRQV iQ WhiV VWRU\ WhaW Whe RUigiQaO e-PaiOV cUeaWed, aORQg ZiWh VRPe 
iPageV fURP WhaW adYeQWXUe. ThaW PeaQV WhaW iW¶V QRW a SROiVhed ZRUN Rf OiWeUaU\ aUW - QRU iV iW PeaQW WR be - VR 
SOeaVe be fRUgiYiQg Rf fRUPaWWiQg RU gUaPPaWicaO iQcRQViVWeQcieV.  
 
If \RX¶Ue iQWeUeVWed iQ UeadiQg PRUe abRXW ​VACUUM ​, WheUe¶V a ORW Rf ​fUee, SXbOic ​ SRVWV RQ P\ PaWUeRQ WhaW 
dRcXPeQWed Whe cUeaWiRQ aQd UeVeaUch ShaVe Rf WhiV SURjecW. YRX caQ ​fiQd WhaW heUe ​.  

ƅ

https://www.strangewonderfulcreature.com/
https://circustalk.com/news/mongolia-bound-a-month-long-contortion-pilgrimage
https://circustalk.com/news/mongolia-bound-a-month-long-contortion-pilgrimage
https://www.patreon.com/strangewonderfulcreature
https://www.strangewonderfulcreature.com/store/writingthecircus1
https://strangewonderfulcreature.ck.page/01bc81fcd5
https://www.patreon.com/strangewonderfulcreature?filters%5Bsearch_query%5D=vacuum&filters%5Btag%5D=VACUUM&sort=published_at


ƅ

ƅ

Aýgýï÷ Ġģ÷hś ĠĞĠĞŜ The Heaë÷ Ûf a Vacýýmƅ
 

The final hours are elapsing until I walk onto that Boeing 
Dreamliner with Miranda (m\ ama]ing tech! she keeps me 
alive & makes the act the carefull\ choreographed 
air-pressure-ballet that it is ± those vacuums don't run 
themselves, folks). I'm masked, gloved, and 
hand-saniti]er'ed to the gills. I've got some final thoughts to 
share with \ou while I leave \ou to fl\ 6 hours into the 
future. 
 

IW ZaUPV P\ heaUW WR be abOe WR WeOO \RX, P\ PeUU\ baQd Rf VWUaQge aQd ZRQdeUfXO cUeaWXUeV, a 
OiWWOe PRUe abRXW Zh\ WhiV SURjecW caPe iQWR beiQg. IW heOSV Pe aVN VRPe TXeVWiRQV WhaW I fiQd 
SaUWicXOaUO\ faVciQaWiQg iQ UeOaWiRQ WR Whe bRd\, aQd WR Whe Za\V WhaW Ze iQWeUacW ZiWh Whe ZRUOd. 

I VhaUed ZiWh \RX fRONV a feZ da\V agR WhaW RQe Rf Whe ShiORVRShicaO XQdeUSiQQiQgV Rf Whe acW iV 
e[SORUiQg ZhaW Whe OiQe iV beWZeeQ ​stunts ​ aQd ​circus ​; abRXW Whe eOePeQW Rf YiVibOe UiVN iQ UeOaWiRQ 
WR cUeaWiQg Whe e[SeUieQce Rf 'VSecWacOe'. BXW iW'V aOVR aQ acW WhaW I'Ye XVed WR e[SORUe WhUee RWheU 
cRQceSWV QeaU aQd deaU WR P\ afRUePeQWiRQed aUWiVW'V heaUW: 

● What is the boundar\ betZeen Zhat Ze find beautiful and Zhat Ze find grotesque? 
● In Zhat Za\s can an apparatus obscure gender? 
● What happens Zhen \ou ju[tapose a circus discipline often fetishi]ed in the West 

(contortion) Zith a fetish object (a vac-toZer), Zith a choreograph\ devoid of an\ 
se[uali]ation? 

● In Zhat Za\s can the sloZ, 'moving image' st\le choreograph\ of traditional Mongolian 
contortion (Zhich is falling out of st\le for short-attention-span Western audiences) be 
adapted to contemporar\ e[pressions? ​​ 
​ 

TheUe'V a cRXSOe VhRUW UeheaUVaO cOiSV WhaW I XSORaded WR TiNTRN OaVW ZeeN ± Whe\'Ye bRWh gRQe 
RYeU 1,000,000 YieZV (TiNTRN iV a ZeiUd SOace.) UQfRUWXQaWeO\, Whe feedbacN RQ WhRVe YideRV iV 
faiUO\ OiPiWed WR "I VaZ VRPeWhiQg OiNe WhaW RQ S***h**", RU "I VaZ a giUO die iQ RQe Rf WheVe", RU ± 



ZeiUdO\ ± WhiQNiQg WhaW Pe hiQWiQg aW aQ XScRPiQg "VhRZ" PXVW PeaQ eiWheU a QeZ VeaVRQ Rf 
Stranger Things ​ RU ​American Horror Stor\ ​(eUUUU . . . QR.) 

​ 

I dRQ'W e[SecW PXch PRUe WhaQ WhaW fURP TiNTRN, aQd Whe cRPPeQW WhUeadV aUe VRPeWhiQg Rf a 
VcieQce e[SeUiPeQW WhePVeOYeV iQ UeOaWiRQ WR WhaW WhiUd cRQceSW I OiVWed abRYe (VRPeWhiQg I ZiOO 
OiNeO\ e[SORUe iQ a ORQgeU fRUP iQ Whe QeaUiVh fXWXUe?) ± bXW iW VWiOO feeOV gRRd WhaW WheUe a cRXSOe 
hXQdUed Rf \RX RXW WheUe ZhR I caQ aW OeaVW VhRXW RXW WhRVe bXOOeW SRiQWV WR. TR be abOe WR VhaUe 
Whe PaQ\ beaXWifXO faceWV Rf Whe acW be\RQd hRO\ V*** WhaW iV TERRIFYING / COOL, RU Whe 
'R[\geQ haV OefW Whe chaW'V aQd 'P\ cOaXVWURShRbia Va\V "NO"'. 

​ 

CRQWRUWiRQ bRdieV WhaW Ze iQWeUSUeW aV fePaOe aUe RfWeQ Ve[XaOi]ed. AW beVW, SeUhaSV Whe\ aUe 
'eOegaQW' RU 'gUacefXO' (QRWhiQg ZURQg ZiWh WhRVe deVcUiSWRUV, bXW Whe\'Ue VWiOO ZiWhiQ a fiUP 
caWegRU\); cRQWRUWiRQ bRdieV iQWeUSUeWed aV PaOe aUe RfWeQ VeeQ aV gURWeVTXe (RU, RccaViRQaOO\, 
hXPRURXV -- aV iV RfWeQ Whe caVe ZiWh fURQWbeQdiQg acWV). WhaW haSSeQV ZheQ iW iV PRUe difficXOW 
WR aVceUWaiQ Whe geQdeU Rf Whe aUWiVW iQVide Whe aSSaUaWXV? IV Whe acW 'Ve[\'? IV iW beaXWifXO? IV iW 
hRUUif\iQg? WhaW haSSeQV aW Whe iQWeUVecWiRQ Rf VRPe RU aOO Rf WhRVe WhiQgV? 

(The iQWeUQeW iV SUeWW\ cRQfXVed RQ WhiV fURQW. I aP deOighWed.) 

​ 

​The heaUW Rf ​VACUUM ​ iV a PaQ\-chaPbeUed WhiQg. AOO PaPPaOV haYe heaUWV ZiWh a PeUe 4 
chaPbeUV, VR iW defiQiWeO\ haV PRUe chaPbeUV WhaQ a hXPaQ heaUW. BXW SURbabO\ OeVV chaPbeUV 
WhaQ BeQedicW-CXPbeUbaWch-aV-SheUORcN-HROPeV PiQd SaOace. (I'OO OeW \RX NQRZ ZheQ I figXUe iW 
RXW.) WheQ \RX ZaWch biWV aQd SieceV Rf iW agaiQ ZiWh WhRVe abRYe bXOOeW SRiQWV iQ PiQd, dReV 
aQ\WhiQg QeZ, diffeUeQW, daUN, VhiQ\, cRQfXViQg, cXUiRXV VWaUW VZiPPiQg abRXW iQ \RXU head? (If 
\RX Qeed a PePRU\ jRg, I'Ye iQcOXded WhaW OiWWOe YRXTXbe WeaVeU Rf iW beORZ. GRRd ORUd, WhiV WhiQg 
jXPSed XS WR 720K YieZV...?! WhaW iV haSSeQiQg?! ​***EDITOR¶S NOTE: 1.78 million at the 
time of this collection, December 2020! ​). ​VACUUM ± Innovative Solo Contortion ± Ess 
H|dlmoser (Strange Wonderful Creature) ​.  
SWa\ VWUaQge & ZRQdeUfXO XQWiO I'P bacN aW Vea OeYeO, P\ ORYeOieV ±eVV 

ƅ
Aýgýï÷ Ġĥ÷hś ĠĞĠĞŜ The BÛÛë iÔ ÷he bÛaëdiÔg lÛýÔgeƅ
"Are we gonna have a ​problem ​?" the man projected 
through his mask, water\ blue e\es widening in challenge as 
he leaned towards me aggressivel\. A small flicker of 
irritation bloomed in me immediatel\ at the space violation. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tj7w5ZjkLKY&t=26s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tj7w5ZjkLKY&t=26s


His consonants were swallowed up b\ a slight UK accent, I 
noted ± ​someZhere from NorWhern England? 

ƅ
CRQWe[W: IW ZaV 8:35aP iQ Whe SchiSRO AiUSRUW bRaUdiQg ORXQge. We'd OaQded fURP RXU TRURQWR 
--> APVWeUdaP fOighW abRXW aQ hRXU befRUe, aQd had 2 hRXUV VWiOO WR gR XQWiO RXU fOighW WR 
HaPbXUg bRaUded. The PaQ had cRPe aURXQd fURP P\ UighW Vide PRPeQWV befRUe, aUPV 
RXWVWUeWched iQ Whe XQiYeUVaO VigQ fRU " ​Zhat the hell ​" aV he SaXVed beWZeeQ P\ VeaW aW Whe eQd Rf 
Whe URZ Rf bRaUdiQg ORXQge chaiUV, aQd MiUaQda. She ZaV QaSSiQg RQ Whe fORRU, RXW Rf Whe Za\ Rf 
fRRW WUaffic, a PeWUe RU VR fURP P\ VeaW. 

​ 

M\ headShRQeV VWiOO RQ, I VQXcN a ORRN XSZaUd aW hiP aV he VhRRN hiV head aW P\ cRPSaQiRQ'V 
VOeeSiQg fRUP, PXWWeUiQg VRPeWhiQg I cRXOdQ'W TXiWe caWch. 

I SUicNOed PRUe. ​It's so earl\ for this ​. 
​ 

He VWRPSed RYeU a feZ VeaWV WR P\ OefW aQd VaW dRZQ ZiWh a heaY\ ​thZump, ​WRRN RQe PRUe ORQg 
ORRN aW MiUaQda, aQd VhRRN hiV head VRPe PRUe. 

I WXUQed P\ head WR ORRN aW hiP ZhiOe he gORZeUed aW MiUaQda. 

Don't do an\thing else, ​I ZaUQed hiP ViOeQWO\ ± aQd UeWXUQed WR P\ ZUiWiQg. 

​ 

The PaQ WXUQed hiV aWWeQWiRQ bacN WR Pe. 

E\eV RQ P\ VcUeeQ, I cRXOd Vee iQ P\ SeUiSheUaO YiViRQ WhaW he ZaV QRZ VWaUiQg XQbOiQNiQgO\ aW 
Pe. 

I didQ'W OiNe WhaW YeU\ PXch. I'd beeQ aZaNe fRU cRPiQg XS RQ 20 hRXUV. 

IPSUXdeQWO\, I WXUQed WR ORRN bacN aW hiP. 

ThiV ZaV Whe SRiQW aW Zhich he UeWXUQed P\ ga]e ZiWh Whe chaUPiQg RSeQiQg OiQe I VhaUed ZiWh 
\RX abRYe: ​Are Ze gonna have a problem? ​​ 

​ 

"NR," I UeVSRQded eYeQO\, QRW bacNiQg dRZQ fURP Whe e\e cRQWacW. 

I ZaV iQ QR PRRd WR VXffeU fRROV. CeUWaiQO\ QRW fURP VRPe SXff\-faced jeUN ZiWh fX]]\ SRRUO\ 
dRQe WaWWRRV VTXiggOiQg RXW fURP XQdeU Whe cXff Rf hiV UROOed-XS ZhiWe jRggeUV aQd faded W-VhiUW. 
WiWh Whe addiWiRQ Rf hiV QRVe SRNiQg RXW abRYe hiV PaVN aQd a UeddiVh e[cXVe fRU a beaUd 
cOiQgiQg WR hiV jaZ, he ORRNed SUeciVeO\ OiNe Whe NiQd Rf PaQ \RX'd iPagiQe SicNiQg a fighW ZiWh a 
cRXSOe RWheU SaVVeQgeUV iQ a bRaUdiQg ORXQge aW aQ XQgRdO\ eaUO\ hRXU. 



​ 

I cRQWiQXed: "JXVW QRWiced WhaW ​\ou ​ VeePed WR be WaNiQg aQ iVVXe ZiWh P\ fUieQd heUe caWchiQg XS 
RQ VRPe VOeeS RQ Whe fORRU ZhiOe Ze ZaiW fRU RXU Qe[W fOighW. JXVW PaNiQg VXUe WhaW Ze'Ue aOO gRRd 
heUe, aQd ± ORRNV OiNe Ze'Ue fiQe." I WXUQ bacN WR P\ OaSWRS ZiWh ZhaW I hRSe he ZiOO WaNe aV Whe 
SeUiRd WR Whe eQd Rf WhiV iQWeUacWiRQ. 

​ 

"OH," he Vaid ORXdO\, WXUQiQg iQ hiV VeaW WR fXOO\ VTXaUe XS ZiWh Pe. ​Shit. 

"YRXU fUieQd iV WU\iQg WR VOeeS, hXh?" he PiPicNed chiOdiVhO\, aQd SURceeded WR VWRPS hiV feeW 
fOaWO\ aQd ORXdO\ RQ Whe WiOe fORRU, a cRXSOe feeW aZa\ fURP MiUaQda'V head. ​Seriousl\?! ​MiUaQda 
VWaUWed WR VWiU (iW WaNeV a ​lot​ WR ZaNe heU XS). ​Asshole, ​I WhRXghW. 

The VcaWWeUed SaVVeQgeUV aURXQd Whe UeVW Rf Whe bRaUdiQg ORXQge ORRNed RYeU QeUYRXVO\ aW hiV 
UaiVed YRice. 

TheUe ZaVQ'W aQ aiUOiQe RU aiUSRUW ePSOR\ee WR be VeeQ. 

​ 

AW WhaW PRPeQW, I ORRNed dRZQ bUiefO\ WR gaWheU P\ WhRXghWV ± aQd VSRWWed Whe RSeQ WaOObR\ Rf 
HeiQeNeQ cOXWched iQ hiV haP-OiNe fiVW. 

What the ± ?! Who sold this gu\ a beer before 9 in the morning? ​The Qe[W WhiQg I VaZ ZaV Whe 
ORRQie-Vi]ed ciUcOe Rf fRaP\, cOeaU fOXid RQ Whe VeaW Qe[W WR Pe, beWZeeQ MiUaQda'V SXUVe aQd 
ShRQe WhaW I ZaV ZaWchiQg. IW hadQ'W beeQ WheUe a PRPeQW befRUe. 

"Did \RX ± ​spit​? OQ P\ fUieQd'V VeaW?" I Va\, P\ bUaiQ addiQg XS Whe behaYiRXU Rf Whe OaVW PiQXWe 
WR Ueach WhiV cRQcOXViRQ ZiWh ]eUR fiOWeU. 

​ 

​"WHOAH, WHOAH, WHOAH," Whe WUROO Vaid, geVWXUiQg ZiWh hiV beeU caQ. "IW ZaV jXVW P\ ​beer. 
NRZ \RX ± WhaW iV ± a SERIOUS WhiQg WR Va\ UighW QRZ, ZiWh COVID ±". HiV PaVN cUaZOed 
ORZeU aQd ORZeU dRZQ hiV face aV he ZRUNed XS hiV head Rf VWeaP. 

​ 

I WRRN aQRWheU VORZ bUeaWh WhURXgh P\ QRVe WR NeeS P\ YRice eYeQ: "Ah. AOUighW WheQ. ThaQNV 
fRU cOeaUiQg WhaW XS." 

​ 

​"NR, \RX APOLOGIZE. YRX caQ'W gR aURXQd ​sa\ing ​ WhaW VWXff." 

​ 

MiUaQda ZaV fXOO\ aZaNe QRZ, e\eV bOiQNiQg bOeaUiO\ aW WhiV Rdd aZaNeQiQg. 

​ 



"I'P QRW aSRORgi]iQg WR \RX," I Va\ caOPO\. "I aVNed \RX a TXeVWiRQ. YRX aQVZeUed iW. TheUe'V QR 
RffeQVe WR fiQd WheUe." 

​ 

​"WhaW aUe \RX - AMERICAN?" he VQeeUed. 

​ 

M\ OiS cXUOed XQdeU P\ PaVN. 

​ 

"No," ​MiUaQda aQd I Vaid ViPXOWaQeRXVO\, fOaWO\ XQiPSUeVVed. 

​ 

​"ASRORgi]e​," ​he dePaQded agaiQ. 

​ 

"M\ dXde ±" MiUaQda VWaUWed, e\eV QaUURZiQg RYeU ​her ​PaVN. She ZaV dURZQed RXW b\ PRUe 
ZaYeV Rf iQdigQaQW bOXVWeUiQg. 

​ 

He's drunk,​ I WUied WR UeSeaW WR P\VeOf aV a caOPiQg PaQWUa. 

​ 

I ZaV feeOiQg iQWeQVeO\ heaWed WRZaUdV Whe PRXWh bUeaWhiQg hRbgRbOiQ heOObeQW RQ iQWiPidaWiQg 
XV. 

I caQ RQO\ aVVXPe iW ZaV VRPe bid WR VaWiVf\ hiV RYeUbORZQ WiQ\ PaQ V\QdURPe. 

AQd Pa\be Whe bUeaNfaVW beeU. 

​ 

IQ Whe PidVW Rf ZeighiQg Whe OiNeOihRRd Rf WhiV PaQ geWWiQg Sh\VicaOO\ iQ P\ VSace if I cRQWiQXed 
WR iQWeUacW ZiWh hiP (RU ZhaW he'd dR if I SURceeded WR igQRUe hiP), a YRice cXW WhURXgh hiV bOXVWeU 
± 

​ 

"Oh HEY! There \ou gu\s are! I couldn't see \ou!" 

​ 

A \RXQg ZRPaQ ZiWh a bUighWO\ fORZeU-SUiQWed hRPePade PaVN aQd a hRW SiQN bacNSacN ZaV 
PaUchiQg WRZaUdV XV. 

"He\," MiUaQda aQVZeUed VPRRWhO\, iPPediaWeO\. 

"Oh ± " Vhe Vaid, ORRNiQg aW RXU URZ Rf chaiUV. "TheUe'V SURbabO\ QRW a VeaW fRU Pe heUe if Ze 
ZaQW WR VWa\ diVWaQced, cRPe RQ RYeU WR WhiV Vide Rf Whe ORXQge." 

"SRXQdV gUeaW," I Vaid. "We ZeUe ZRQdeUiQg ZheQ Ze'd fiQd \RX!" 



​ 

I SacNed XS P\ beORQgiQgV ZiWh deOibeUaWe VORZQeVV iQ a fiQaO ​f*** \ou ​ WR WhiV SUicN, QRW ZaQWiQg 
WR giYe hiP Whe VaWiVfacWiRQ Rf WhiQNiQg he'd VcaUed XV Rff ZiWh hiV iOO-PaQQeUed behaYiRXU. 

​ 

OXU haZN-e\ed UeVcXeU ± ​Rile\, ​ Vhe iQWURdXced heUVeOf aV ± Oed XV aZa\ WR a VPaOO SRcNeW Rf 
OeVV-RccXSied VSace iQ Whe cRQceUQiQgO\ SacNed bRaUdiQg ORXQge (eYeU\RQe ​Zas ​ ZeaUiQg PaVNV, 
WhRXgh). TXUQed RXW Vhe ZaV a XQiYeUViW\ VWXdeQW iQ BUePeQ, fO\iQg bacN fURP SeaWWOe. She ZaV 
aQ iQWeUQaWiRQaO SROiWicV PajRU. She'd OiYed RQ a hRXVebRaW ViQce Vhe ZaV 6 \eaUV ROd; Vhe fRXQd 
Whe dRUPiWRU\ accRPPRdaWiRQV Rf heU WiQ\ XQiYeUViW\ UeVideQce TXiWe VSaciRXV, Vhe WROd XV. 

​ 

"MaNe VXUe \RX gR WR Whe WeahRXVe iQ Whe SchQRRU diVWUicW," Vhe WROd XV e[ciWedO\. "IW'V Whe ROd 
diVWUicW ± OiNe, ​medieval​ ROd. The WeahRXVe iV cXWe aV heOO. LRRNV VWUaighW RXW Rf DiagRQ AOOe\ iQ 
HaUU\ PRWWeU." 

​ 

ThaQNfXOO\, iW WXUQed RXW WhaW Whe WUROO ZaVQ'W gRiQg WR HaPbXUg. I SiW\ LX[ePbRXUg (Whe Qe[W 
fOighW RQ WhaW bRaUdiQg ORXQge'V chaUWV) fRU haYiQg WR deaO ZiWh hiP. 

I'Ye QeYeU ZaQWed WR SXQch VRPeRQe VR badO\ befRUe QiQe iQ Whe PRUQiQg. 

FiUVW WiPe fRU eYeU\WhiQg WhRXgh, UighW? 

​ 

MRUe WaOeV Rf dUXQNeQ PeQ WR cRPe ± 

SWa\ VWUaQge & ZRQdeUfXO XQWiO WheQ. 

​ 

eVV

ƅ

Aýgýï÷ ĠĦ÷hś ĠĞĠĞŜƅƅ
BëemeÔ Ʊ Bli÷Ĕed Ba÷hëÛÛm BëeakůiÔï ů Paë÷ ğ 

ƅ

"ESS, GET UP. GET UP​ NOW ​." ​ 



​These are not words m\ e[haustion-soaked brain processed 
quickl\ at 2am. We'd finall\ gotten settled into our hotel 
room sometime around 8pm, fallen asleep at 10pm. 
​ 

"WhaW? Wh\ ..." I PXPbOed bOeaUiO\, haOf ViWWiQg-XS iQ bed. M\ bRd\ VhiYeUed ZiWh e[haXVWiRQ. 

​ 

" ​There's someone in this room.​" 

​ 

"NRZ?" I aVNed dXPbO\, ZiWh QRQe Rf Whe XUgeQc\ dePaQded b\ Whe ViWXaWiRQ. 

​ 

"YeV​, NOW," ​MiUaQda hiVVed. 

​ 

What the . . . " ​WheUe ±" aQd WheQ I VaZ Whe OighW fURP Whe baWhURRP VSiOOiQg ZideO\ iQWR Whe 
eQWUaQce haOOZa\. 

​ 

"TheUe ZaV a PaQ iQ Whe f***iQg baWhURRP," Vhe Vaid, e\eV Zide. 

​ 

Oh VhiW. 

​ 

"WaV?" I UeSeaW, WU\iQg WR VhaNe Rff P\ fRggiQeVV. 

​ 

AdUeQaOiQe begaQ RYeUUidiQg Whe e[haXVWiRQ. MiUaQda had OeaSW acURVV Whe URRP, ZaV baUUicadiQg 
Whe dRRU ZiWh heU bRd\: " ​Come help me! ​" 

​ 

I didQ'W heaU aQ\WhiQg, e[ceSW a ZeiUd VQXffOiQg cRPiQg fURP Whe haOOZa\. I ORRNed aURXQd. WhaW 
Whe heOO ZaV WheUe iQ Whe URRP WR XVe defeQViYeO\? NRWhiQg. UVeOeVV. WaWeU ZaV VSUeadiQg acURVV 
Whe fORRU Rf Whe haOOZa\. 

​ 

"HeOS Pe bORcN Whe dRRU!" Vhe Vaid agaiQ. "He'V VWiOO WU\iQg WR geW iQ." 

​ 



I VZRUe, addiQg P\ ZeighW aQd bUaciQg Rff Whe fUaPe Rf Whe baWhURRP dRRU UighW behiQd XV. 
"WhaW Whe f*** . . . did he bUeaN iQ?" 

​ 

MiUaQda VhUXgged, e\eV VWiOO Zide. " ​I heard an e[tra ​-cOicN- ​Zhen I slammed the door,"​ MiUaQda 
ZhiVSeUed. ​"Stupid door."​​ 

​ 

" ​But it Zas locked! ​" 

​ 

"It Zas, like, a millimetre of -click-." ​TheUe ZaV QR e\e-hROe WR SeeU RXW iQWR Whe haOOZa\ RQ Whe 
dRRU Rf WhiV hRWeO URRP. NR VecXUiW\ chaiQ. NRW eYeQ aQ RbYiRXV deadbROW WR WhURZ. The iQWeUQaO 
ORcN cRQViVWed Rf a VPaOO, bOacN SOaVWic bXWWRQ WhaW VOid WR Whe UighW WR iQdicaWe iW ZaV ORcNed. 

​ 

" ​Jesus ​," I VZRUe. ​"What the . . . he Zas ​iQ Whe baWhURRP?" 

​ 

" ​He Zas ​iQ ​ the bathroom, dude. This big tall gu\. ​ ​Call the front desk! ​" 

ƅ
BëemeÔ Ʊ Bli÷Ĕed Ba÷hëÛÛm BëeakůiÔï ů Paë÷ Ġƅ
 

" ​GoW Whe door?​" 
​ 
" ​Yeah ​." 
​ 
I rushed back into the room, to the little office table that the 
standard hotel coffee maker sat on ± 
​ 

" ​THERE IS NO PHONE IN THIS ROOM,"​ I ZhiVSeU-VhRXWed. ​Wait ± duh ​. I gUabbed P\ iPhRQe 
aQd gUabbed Whe QXPbeU Rf Whe hRWeO RQ GRRgOe MaSV. I UXVhed bacN, haQded MiUaQda Whe ShRQe. 
"TaON WR WheP, I'Ye gRW Whe dRRU." 

​ 



She VWeSSed bacN a cRXSOe PeWUeV. I cRXOd heaU a ZeiUd VhXffOiQg VRXQd RXWVide RQ Whe caUSeW, 
OiNe VRPeRQe VhifWiQg WheiU ZeighW. TheUe ZaV heaY\ bUeaWhiQg. ​What the actual ± ​​ 

​ 

"HeOOR, \eV? TheUe'V a PaQ WU\iQg WR geW iQWR RXU URRP. CaQ \RX SOeaVe cRPe XS?" MiUaQda Vaid. 

​ 

"ONa\, I ZiOO cRPe XS," Vaid aQ iQaSSURSUiaWeO\ caOP YRice iQ GeUPaQ-WiQged EQgOiVh RQ Whe 
RWheU eQd Rf Whe OiQe. 

​ 

I ORRN RYeU WR Whe baWhURRP agaiQ. TheUe'V a gURZiQg SRRO Rf ZaWeU PaNiQg iWV Za\ RXW iQWR Whe 
haOO. ​Please don't be pee, please don't be pee ​ . . . 

I Ueach aURXQd Whe cRUQeU aQd WhURZ a XVed WRZeO RQ WRS Rf Whe cUeeSiQg SXddOe. 

IW'V jXVW ZaWeU. 

PheZ ​. I WhURZ a cRXSOe PRUe RQ WRS Rf Whe PiQi-OaNe iQ Whe PaiQ SaUW Rf Whe baWhURRP. 

What Zas he doing? Taking a bath in the sink like a bird? 

The bUeaWhiQg haV becRPe deeSeU, VORZeU. If I had WR gXeVV, I ZRXOd Va\ WhaW iW aOPRVW VRXQdV 
aOPRVW OiNe VRPeRQe SaVVed R± 

​ 

"HaOOR?" cRPeV a ORXd YRice fURP Whe haOOZa\. 

​ 

OXU NQighW haV aUUiYed. 

​ 

​"HALLO?" Whe YRice Va\V, ORXdeU. MiUaQda aQd I ORRN aW each RWheU. We cUacN Whe dRRU RSeQ. 

SXUe eQRXgh, WheUe iV a PaQ beOO\-dRZQ RQ Whe VWUiSed hRWeO haOOZa\ caUSeW, head WXUQed WR Whe 
Vide aQd UeVWiQg XS XSWXUQed SaOPV aV a PaNeVhifW SiOORZ. The WiSV Rf hiV VhRUW Ued PRhaZN aUe 
PaVhed XS agaiQVW Whe dRRUfUaPe. The hRWeO ePSOR\ee ORRNV OiNe SaQWa COaXV. 

​ 

"AXfZacheQ!" SaQWa Va\V. "HaOOR! DX PXVVW aXfVWeheQ!" He WXUQV WR XV. "DR \RX NQRZ hiP?" he 
aVNV. 

​ 

"NR," Ze Va\ ViPXOWaQeRXVO\, VWaUiQg dRZQ aW hiV SURQe fRUP. 

​ 

SaQWa VhaNeV Whe PaQ'V VhRXOdeU PRUe fiUPO\. "HEY! GeW XS! Ach, he iV dUXQN ..." 

​ 



​The PaQ'V e\eV RSeQ bOeaUiO\, WheQ dUifW heaYiO\ VhXW agaiQ. 

​ 

"He\ bXdd\, ZURQg URRP - " I Va\ ORXdO\. 

​ 

The e\eV RSeQ a cUacN agaiQ, aQd WheQ VQaS Zide. 

He ORRNV dRZQ aW Whe caUSeW ZiWh QR VPaOO aPRXQW Rf cRQfXViRQ, WUieV WR VOXPS hiPVeOf XS RQWR 
RQe aUP, hiV PXVVed bXWWRQ-XS PiVViQg iWV bXWWRQV aQd haQgiQg agaSe. 

​ 

He ORRNV XS aW Pe, ORRNV RYeU WR MiUaQda. 

BacN RYeU WR GeUPaQ SaQWa. 

​ 

​"HaOOR! YRX aUe aW Whe ZURQg URRP! AUe \RX a gXeVW?" ​ 

​ 

The dUXQN ViWV aOO Whe Za\ XS, VhaUiQg a ORRVe, Zide VPiOe ZiWh XV. IW eUUV RQ Whe Vide Rf 
aPXVePeQW PRUe WhaQ ePbaUUaVVPeQW. We dR QRW VPiOe bacN. 

​ 

" ​Yeah... [indecipherable] ..." ​ 

​ 
"Which URRP?" 

​ 

"Th...three! ​" Whe dUXQN Va\V, hROdiQg XS Whe iQcRUUecW QXPbeU Rf fiQgeUV. He chRRVeV WhaW PRPeQW 
WR WU\ WR UifOe WhURXgh Whe SRcNeWV Rf hiV jeaQV (SUeVXPabO\ fRU hiV URRP caUd) aQd ORVeV hiV 
baOaQce. 

​ 

We VORZO\ VWaUW WR cORVe Whe dRRU. "Yeah, RN! I'OO WaNe caUe Rf iW!" GeUPaQ SaQWa Va\V. 

​ 

We cORVe Whe dRRU Whe UeVW Rf Whe Za\. 

LRRN aW each RWheU. 

SiPXOWaQeRXVO\ giYe aQ e[WUa ​heave-ho ​ WR Whe dRRU XQWiO Ze heaU a PicURVcRSic ​*cOicN* 

MRS XS Whe UeVW Rf Whe VPaOO OaNe iQ Whe baWhURRP ZiWh RXU UePaiQiQg WRZeOV, WhURZ WhRVe iQ Whe 
VhRZeU. Pad bacN WR RXU bedV. 

​ 



I ZaQW VOeeS WR cRPe TXicNO\, bXW iW dReVQ'W. 

ƅ

Aýgýï÷ Ġħ÷hś ĠĞĠĞŜ calm befÛëe ÷he ï÷Ûëmƅ
The small medieval town of Bremen is brimming with 
histor\. It bubbles up and spills out over the quaint 
cobblestones that pave man\ of the streets in and around the 
town square.  
 
TheUe'V a ​Brothers' Grimm ​ faiU\WaOe QaPed afWeU iW. IW'V hRPe WR VeYeUaO UNESCO ZRUOd heUiWage 
ViWeV, iQcOXdiQg a RaWhaXV (WRZQ haOO) bXiOW iQ Whe 1400V, ZiWh aQ 'XSdaWed' facade fURP Whe 1600V. 
YRX NQRZ, cRQWePSRUaU\ aUchiWecWXUe. 
 
 



 

OQe Rf Whe PRVW iPSRViQg hiVWRUicaO aUWifacWV VcaWWeUed caVXaOO\ aURXQd Whe ciW\ iV Whe 'BUePeQ 
RROaQd' ± a 5.5P WaOO VWaWXe Rf a VZRUd-aQd-VhieOd beaUiQg SaOadiQ VWaQdiQg gXaUd RYeU Whe ciW\ iQ 
Whe ceQWUe Rf Whe WRZQ VTXaUe. TheUe'V a OegeQd WhaW if Whe RROaQd eYeU faOOV, VR ZiOO Whe ciW\; 
cRQVeTXeQWO\, WheUe'V ​another ​ OegeQd WhaW WheUe'V a "bacN-XS" RROaQd hRXVed iQ Whe baVePeQW Rf 
Whe RaWhaXV. 

​ 

SWUeeW bXVNeUV fiOO Whe VTXaUe ZiWh PXVic, ZiWh giaQW bXbbOeV, ZiWh hXPaQ VWaWXe acWV. 

TheUe'V RSeQ-aiU SaWiRV fXOO Rf SeRSOe eQjR\iQg WheiU SiQW Rf gROdeQ beeU aW 11:30aP. 

MaVNV aUe a faU OeVV cRPPRQ VighW heUe WhaQ bacN hRPe iQ TRURQWR. 

​ 



LaVW QighW, WheUe ZeUe QR dUXQN PeQ WU\iQg WR bUeaN iQWR RXU hRWeO URRP - bXW Ze ​Zere ​ZRNeQ XS 
eYeU\ hRXU, RQ Whe hRXU, fURP 11SP WR 4aP b\ dUXQNeQ UeYeOOeUV RXWVide Whe hRWeO. 

MiUaQda aQd I ZaQdeU aURXQd Whe ciW\ iQ a cRPbiQaWiRQ Rf jeWOag-ha]e aQd e[haXVWiRQ-adUeQaOiQe. 

AV Ze PaNe RXU Za\ WhURXgh QaUURZ, ZiQdiQg VWUeeWV OiQed ZiWh TXaiQW cafpV aQd cXUiR VhRSV, 
P\ PiQd ZaQdeUV, WRR. 

 

ThiV iV Whe fiUVW WiPe WhaW I'OO haYe beeQ abOe WR VhaUe WhiV acW RXWVide Rf Whe debXW iW had iQ 
TRURQWR, iQ FebUXaU\. 

SXUe, iW'V gRQQa abVROXWeO\ bRQNeUV OeYeOV Rf YieZiQg RQ YRXTXbe, bXW WhaW'V QRW Whe VaPe aV OiYe 
SeUfRUPaQce. 

I hope that the\ like it. 

No, the\'re gonna love it. 

The\'ll never have seen an\thing like this act before. 

Like, actuall\ ± never been done before ​. 

It's unique. ​​ 

I gORZ a OiWWOe jXVW WhiQNiQg abRXW iW. 

​ 

BXW aP I Uead\? MRUe aQ[iRXV WhRXghWV cUeeS iQ. 

What if I get stuck in a Zeird shape? 

It doesn't happen often in rehearsal but it still ... occasionall\ ... happens ... 

± ​NR. 

​ 

I SXVh WheVe RQeV RXW Rf P\ PiQd; 

I didQ'W UeheaUVe ZiWh MiUaQda eYeU\ da\ fRU Whe OaVW 2 ZeeNV SROiVhiQg aQd YiVXaOi]iQg aQd 
WZeaNiQg aQd SeUfecWiQg fRU WheVe 3 PiQXWeV RQ VWage WR gR aQ\WhiQg OeVV WhaQ SeUfecWO\. We'Ye 
gRW WhiV QaiOed dRZQ. ​​ 

​ 
AQd WheQ Whe WhRXghWV I'Ye beeQ bXU\iQg UeSeaWedO\ iQ Whe bacN Rf P\ PiQd UROO XS agaiQ, 
WiUedQeVV PaNiQg iW eaVieU fRU WheP WR UeVXUface: 

HoZ are the\ going to refer to \ou? ​​ 

What if the\ misgender \ou on European television? 

What do \ou do if the\ don't knoZ Zhat to do Zith a trans artist? 



ƅ
 
IQ ASUiO Rf WhiV \eaU I had WRS VXUgeU\. 

​ 

The caOO fRU WhiV cRQWUacW caPe RQe PRQWh afWeU P\ VXUgeU\. 

The WiPeOiQe ZaV WighW WR be UecRYeUed iQ WiPe ± bXW iW ZaVQ'W iPSRVVibOe. 

I Vaid \eV (RbYiRXVO\). 

​ 

I VSeQW Whe fiUVW PRQWhV Rf TXaUaQWiQe iQ a CBD aQd SeUcRceW ha]e, beiQg a diOigeQW SaWieQW aQd 
SUiRUiWi]iQg P\ heaOiQg befRUe I SUiRUiWi]ed UehabbiQg P\ UaQge Rf PRWiRQ aQd fOe[ibiOiW\. I ZaV 
cRQfideQW gRiQg iQWR Whe VXUgeU\ WhaW haYiQg P\ fXOO UaQge Rf PRWiRQ afWeUZaUdV ZRXOd be 
SRVVibOe, bXW Sh\VicaOO\ gRiQg abRXW UecOaiPiQg WhaW PRbiOiW\ ZaV a diffeUeQW WaVN. 

​ 

I ZaV fRcXVed. I fROORZed P\ VXUgicaO gXideOiQeV. I did P\ Sh\ViR UeOigiRXVO\. 

I VXffeUed gOad\ WhURXgh SaiQfXO VeVViRQV Rf JeQ CUaQe gUiQdiQg WhURXgh P\ VcaU WiVVXe ZiWh 
aggUeVViYe PaQXaO WheUaS\. 

I bXVWed P\ aVV UePiQdiQg P\ VSiQe hRZ WR ZRUN ZiWh Whe UeVW Rf Whe PXVcOeV iQ P\ bRd\ iQ 
RUdeU WR achieYe Whe OeYeO Rf fOe[ibiOiW\ Qeeded WR SeUfRUP cRQWRUWiRQ, WR SeUfRUP ​VACUUM ​. 

​ 

M\ PeQWaO heaOWh ZaV beWWeU WhaQ iW had eYeU beeQ; beWWeU WhaQ I eYeU hRSed iW cRXOd be. 

TheUe ZaV a OeYeO Rf VRPaWic Seace WhaW e[iVWed iQ Pe WhaW I didQ'W NQRZ ZaV SRVVibOe. 

I VWaUWed WaONiQg abRXW WUaQV ideQWiW\, aQd WUaQViWiRQiQg, aQd geQdeU SeUfRUPaQce, PRUe aQd PRUe 
iQ P\ RQOiQe VSaceV. I VWaUWed aQVZeUiQg PeVVageV fURP WeeQageUV UeachiQg RXW WR Pe, deVSeUaWe 
WR fiQd aQ\ NiQd Rf adXOW ZhR VeePed heaOWh\, ZhR ORRNed OiNe, aQd WaONed abRXW, Whe WhiQgV Whe\ 
ZeUe cRQfXVed abRXW VWiOO, RU VcaUed WR VhaUe ZiWh Whe ZRUOd. 

​ 

I aOVR UeceiYed VRPe deaWh WhUeaWV fURP VWUaQgeUV RQ Whe iQWeUQeW aW Whe VaPe WiPe; Whe PiOdeU 
iQWeUacWiRQV ZeUe WhUeaWeQiQg, RU YiROeQW, RU diVPiVViYe.  
I ZaV WROd WhaW I ZaV PeQWaOO\ iOO aQd Qeeded SV\chiaWUic heOS, QRW a VXUgeRQ. 

The\'d iQfRUP Pe WhaW I'd PXWiOaWed P\VeOf. 

IQViVW WhaW I'd QeYeU be aQ\WhiQg e[ceSW a giUO. 

I WRRN aOO Rf WhiV haWUed aQd VSXQ iW bacN RXW iQWR VaOW\ jRNeV, iQWR PeaQiQgfXO cRQYeUVaWiRQV, iQWR 
SRViWiYe diVcXVViRQV ± ZhiOe I heaOed. 



​ 

TheUe'V a TXieW aQd ViPSOe cRQfideQce WhaW e[iVWV iQVide Rf Pe, SRVW-VXUgeU\, WhaW PaNeV WheVe 
cRQYeUVaWiRQV SRVVibOe WR VXVWaiQ, WR VXUYiYe. 

TheUe ZaV ± aQd hRQeVWO\ VWiOO iV ± OeYeOV Rf iQWeUQaOi]ed WUaQVShRbia aQd diVVRciaWiRQ WhaW Pade iW 
difficXOW WR Vee aQd acceSW Whe SaWh WhaW I Qeeded WR WaNe fRU P\VeOf. BXW I fiQaOO\ did. I ZiVh I had 
VRRQeU. 

​ 

BXW - 

​ 

TheUe'V jXVW a ZhROe diffeUeQW OeYeO Rf QeUYe-ZUacNiQg dRXbW aURXQd gRiQg WR a cRXQWU\ ZheUe 
\RX 

1. dRQ'W VSeaN Whe OaQgXage (be\RQd a feZ ShUaVeV WhaW'OO geW \RX b\ iQ a cRffee VhRS), 

2. ZheUe Whe OaQgXage iV geQdeUed, aQd 

3. ZheUe \RX'Ue gRiQg WR be haOf QaNed RQ WeOeYiViRQ. 

​ 

I caQ haQdOe cUiWiTXe RU diVOiNe Rf P\ aUWiVWic ZRUN; bXW aW WhiV SRiQW iQ P\ caUeeU, P\ bRd\ iV 
iQVeSaUabOe fURP WhaW ZRUN. 

I SXW RQ a bUaYe face aQd deaO ZiWh eYeQ Whe PRVW RbQR[iRXV RU aggUeVViYe Rf cRPPeQWV aV 
gUacefXOO\ aV I caQ. 

The facW UePaiQV WhaW cUiWiTXeV Rf P\ ZRUN ± Rf P\ bRd\ ± WhaW aUe YiROeQW aQd haWefXO add XS WR 
iQWeUQaO diaORgXeV WhaW aUe aQ\WhiQg bXW SURdXcWiYe. 

​ 

AbRYe aOO WhiQgV ZiWh WhiV cRQWUacW, I feaU WhiV Whe PRVW. 

NRW iQjXU\. 

NRW PeVViQg XS P\ acW. 

BXW faciQg Whe OeYeO Rf YiWUiRO I deaO ZiWh RQOiQe . . . iQ SeUVRQ. 

WiWh VRPe HD caPeUaV WUaiQed RQ P\ face. 

TheUe iV abVROXWeO\ a OiPiW WR Whe aPRXQW Rf igQRUaQce RQe caQ WaNe beaWiQg dRZQ WheiU dRRU RQ a 
giYeQ da\. 

ThiV iV VRPeWhiQg WhaW I dRQ'W NQRZ hRZ I ZiOO haQdOe, if I haYe WR ... 

ƅ
You're not going to have to, ​I iQWeUUXSW P\VeOf. 



MiUaQda aQd I haYe ZaONed a giaQW ORRS aURXQd Whe heaUW Rf Whe ciW\. 

We'Ue QeaUO\ bacN WR Whe hRWeO. IW'V WiPe WR eaW VRPe fRRd, VWUeWch, aQd geW a gRRd QighW'V UeVW 
befRUe Whe big da\ WRPRUURZ. ​​ 

​ 

I VhaNe P\ head, chaViQg XQheOSfXO WhRXghWV aZa\ PRUe WhRURXghO\: 

You've alread\ pushed doZn all the doubt that \our bod\ Zouldn't ± couldn't ± remember hoZ to 
do the incredible things it does after being so immobile for three months, right? And ± here Ze 
are. In Bremen. On the eve of the contract. You did it . You've got this. ​​ 
​ 

AQd - aQ[iRXV UXPiQaWiRQV aVide - iW'V ZRUWh QRWiQg WhaW WheVe NiQdV Rf SURdXcWiRQV aOZa\V ZaQW a 
bacNVWRU\, aQd iQ WhiV caVe, P\ UeceQW WRS VXUgeU\ ZaV RQe WhaW Whe\ VeePed SaUWicXOaUO\ 
iQWeUeVWed iQ. 

​ 

I didQ'W PiQd VhaUiQg VRPe SeUVRQaO ShRWRV ZiWh WheP Rf Whe ZeeNV WhaW fROORZed WhaW VXUgeU\, 
bacN iQ ASUiO. 

 

The SURdXceU I ZaV iQ cRQWacW ZiWh WhURXgh ePaiO SUiRU WR cRPiQg heUe UeVSRQded UeaVVXUiQgO\ WR 
P\ ePShaWic UeTXeVWV WhaW P\ OegaO QaPe QRW be XVed ​an\Zhere​ iQ Whe cRXUVe Rf WhiV cRQWUacW 
RWheU WhaQ P\ fOighW iQfRUPaWiRQ aQd P\ cheTXe. 

​ 

SPaOO OiWWOe PRPeQWV WhaW caQ UaiVe WiQ\ Ued fOagV haYe beeQ WUaYeUVed ZiWhRXW iQcideQW aOUead\. 

Conversations have been had about trans stuff ​, I WeOO P\VeOf fiUPO\. 

You've done Zhat \ou can. You'll just have to handle Zhatever comes \our Za\, good or bad. 

An[iet\ isn't a good use of \our energ\ right noZ, an\Za\s. ​​ 

​ 

FRcXV RQ Whe acW. 

ƅ
MORGEN ů Paë÷ ğ 

It's 9.10am and Miranda and I are hauling the giant, heav\ 
snowboard bag (the vac tower) and a giant, oversi]ed 
suitcase (the vacuums, cords, tubing, backup late[ sleeve, 



and sound-muffling bo[es) over bump\ side streets towards 
the Bremen Metropolitan Theatre. ​ 

​ 

 

​I ZaV faiUO\ SOeaVed ZiWh P\VeOf fRU beiQg cOeYeU eQRXgh WR WhiQN XS a ciUcXV acW iQ Zhich Whe 
aSSaUaWXV iWVeOf caQ fiW WidiO\ iQWR a SUe-Pade bag - ​Zith Zheels, no less ​! BXW ZhaW had UROOed 
effRUWOeVVO\ acURVV Whe SROiVhed fORRUV Rf PeaUVRQ IQWeUQaWiRQaO AiUSRUW ZaV QRZ VWUXggOiQg RYeU 
Whe hXQdUed-\eaUV-ROd cRbbOeVWRQeV. M\ WeeWh UaWWOed iQ WheiU VRcNeWV aV I VZRUe aQd haXOed Whe 
XQUXO\ WhiQg RQe bORcN afWeU aQRWheU. 

​ 



FiQaOO\, Whe WheaWUe cRPeV iQWR YieZ: a big, beaXWifXO bXiOdiQg - RQO\ WhiUW\ \eaUV ROd RU VR. IW'V RQe 
Rf Whe PRVW PRdeUQ WheaWUe hRXVeV iQ GeUPaQ\, aQd Whe eOegaQW, VZRRSiQg gOaVV RYeUhaQg Rf iWV 
PaiQ eQWUaQce aQQRXQceV iW aV VXch. OQe RWheU \RXQg PaQ ViWV RXWVide Whe ORcNed dRRUV Rf Whe 
WheaWUe ± a VWUeeW bXVNeU fURP Whe VRXWh Rf GeUPaQ\. IW'V 9.24aP. 

​ 

"NRW RSeQ \eW?" Ze aVN. 

​ 

He UeVSRQded ZiWh a ZiQN: 'ThiV iV GeUPaQ\; Whe dRRUV ZiOO RSeQ aW e[acWO\ 9.30aP'. 

That checks out, ​I WhiQN. 

​ 

TheUe aUe WZR VhRZV haSSeQiQg WRda\ aQd Ze'Ue SeUfRUPiQg iQ Whe eYeQiQg RQe. AW 8.30SP OaVW 
QighW P\ ShRQe UaQg ZiWh a SURdXcWiRQ aVViVWaQW aVNiQg XV WR cRPe b\ eaUO\ fRU a OiWWOe eOecWUicaO 
WeVW. 

​ 

MiUaQda aQd I ZeUe SOeaVed ZiWh WhiV deYeORSPeQW, deVSiWe Whe iQVXOWiQgO\ eaUO\ ZaNe-XS WiPe 
Vhe aQd I had WR PXVWeU XS WR dR VR: if RQe Rf RXU YacXXPV ZaV gRQQa bORZ a ciUcXiW RU 
VRPeWhiQg, faU beWWeU WhaW iW haSSeQ ​earl\​ (ZheQ WheUe'V VWiOO a chaQce WR UXQ WR a haUdZaUe VWRUe 
aQd gUab a bacNXS, aQd/RU fRU WheP WR UeVeW ZhaWeYeU ciUcXiWV PighW haYe WR be UeVeW) WhaQ aQ hRXU 
befRUe Whe VhRZ iWVeOf. 

​ 

A feZ RWheU VPaOO cOXVWeUV Rf SeUfRUPeUV VORZO\ jRiQ XV iQ fURQW Rf Whe WheaWUe, VPRNiQg cigaUeWWeV 
RU ViSSiQg cRffeeV; SUeVXPabO\, WheVe fRONV aUe aOO iQ Whe afWeUQRRQ VhRZ. I'P WiUed, aQd I'P 
cUaYiQg a cRffee WRR, bXW iW'V haUd WR be gUXPS\ ZheQ Whe PRUQiQg OighW iV gROdeQ aQd ZaUP RQ 
RXU faceV, Whe VWUeeWV aUe VWiOO aQd TXieW, aQd WheUe'V a OighW bUee]e geQWO\ PRYiQg WhURXgh. 

​ 

IW'V gRiQg WR be a beaXWifXO da\. 

ƅ

The dRRUV RSeQ aW 9.34aP ( ​Ha!) ​aQd Whe VORZ PaUch Rf bXUeaXcUac\ begiQV. ​ 

​ 

​We fiOe iQVide Whe WheaWUe SaiQfXOO\ VORZO\, VRciaO diVWaQciQg UXOeV aQd Whe ViQgOe eOeYaWRU iQ Whe 
ORbb\ jRiQiQg fRUceV WR PaNe Whe eQWiUe affaiU haSSeQ aW a VQaiO'V Sace. US WR Whe VecRQd fORRU, RXW 
iQWR aQRWheU haOOZa\, aQd WhURXgh a VeW Rf Zide dRXbOe dRRUV iQWR Whe XSSeU ORbb\ Rf Whe WheaWUe. 
We'Ue VhXffOed iQWR Whe UeVW Rf Whe PRUQiQg cURZd ± dReVQ'W PaWWeU WhaW Ze'Ue QRW RQ XQWiO 7SP 
WRQighW. 

The\ ZaQW RXU COVID SaSeUZRUN, Whe\ ZaQW RXU SaVVSRUWV, aQd Whe\ ZaQW RXU cRQWUacWV . . . 



AOO Rf Zhich aUe ViWWiQg VafeO\ bacN iQ RXU hRWeO URRP. 

​ 

"SRUU\, Ze'Ue jXVW heUe fRU a TXicN eOecWUicaO WeVW Ze ZeUe WROd ± Ze didQ'W bUiQg RXU SaSeUZRUN. 
We caQ jXVW ... bUiQg iW ZheQ Ze cRPe bacN fRU WhiV eYeQiQg'V VhRZ?" 

​ 

The WZR ZRPeQ VWaffiQg Whe VigQ-iQ deVN PaNe aSRORgeWic e[SUeVViRQV. "WeOO, Ze'OO jXVW Qeed \RX 
WR dR Whe SaSeUZRUN heUe, agaiQ." The\ haQd XV fUeVh, bOaQN VeWV Rf Whe UeTXiUed SaSeUZRUN. 
 

I gUXPbOe iQ P\ head aV I acceSW Whe SageV, OaPeQWiQg Whe iQN aQd SaSeU I ZaVWed RQ P\ aWWePSWV 
WR be SUeSaUed bacN hRPe. I dUedge XS ShRWRV Rf RXU SaVVSRUWV RQ P\ ShRQe iQ OieX Rf Whe UeaO 
WhiQg (aOVR VafeO\ bacN iQ Whe hRWeO URRP), haQd bacN Whe VWacN Rf SaSeUV, aQd a WaOO bORQde PA 
aSSeaUV aW RXU bacNV WR eVcRUW XV dRZQ WR Whe bacNVWage aUea (WR be faiU, eYeU\ PA iQ VighW iV WaOO 
aQd bORQde). 

​ 

POXVh, VcaUOeW caUSeW PXffOeV Whe ​thump-thump-thump ​ Rf Whe VQRZbRaUd bag beiQg haXOed dRZQ 
fiYe geQWO\ VORSiQg fOighWV Rf VWaiUV. 

"WaWch \RXU VWeS," Whe PA ZaUQV XV, aQd VhRYeV a OaUge VWeeO dRRU RSeQ. 

​RROOiQg ZaYeV Rf OXVh Ued VeaWiQg. 

GOiWWeUiQg ZhiWe hRXVe OighWV. 

The PiUURU-SROiVhed bOacN VheeQ Rf Whe VWage. 

We're here. 

 

MÛëgeÔ ů Paë÷ Ġ 

The theatre is a beehive of activit\. ​Ever\one wears black (of course), 
ever\one has a headset, lighting rigs are being flown, equipment is being wheeled about, 
humans with clipboards are pointing at various corners of the room looking important 
while underlings scurr\ about. 

​ 

DRiQg aV Whe ORcaOV dR, MiUaQda aQd I beeOiQe fRU Whe bacN ZaOO ± acURVV Whe VWage aQd behiQd aQ 
abVROXWeO\ ​massive​ ZaOO Rf LED VcUeeQV. I ORRN WR Whe OefW ± WheUe'V a VPaOO OiWWOe 'YideR YiOOage' (a 
cOXVWeU Rf PRQiWRUV ZheUe iPSRUWaQW SeRSOe ViW aQd ZaWch aOO Whe diffeUeQW caPeUa aQgOeV aV Whe 
VhRZ iV OiYe), aQd WheQ a bacN VWRUage aUea fXOO WR Whe UafWeUV ZiWh RWheU SeRSOeV' geaU aQd 
eTXiSPeQW. 



​ 

" ​AlZa\s find a rigger!" ​iV VRPeWhiQg P\ fUieQd ShacN Va\V ± a VWXQW UiggeU hiPVeOf (QR biaV WheUe, 
RbYiRXVO\). HiV ZRUdV UiVe XS iQ P\ head aV I VSRW a gX\ ZeaUiQg a W-VhiUW ZiWh Whe ORgR Rf a 
fOaPiQg, faOOiQg PaQ ± aQd Whe edgeV Rf a ZebViWe addUeVV ZiWh Whe ZRUdV ​stunt​ iQ iW. 

​ 

"E[cXVe Pe! ​Entschuldigung! Bitte! ​" I caOO PadO\, SRZeU ZaONiQg WRZaUdV WhiV XQVXVSecWiQg 
PaQ. 

​ 

He WXUQV aURXQd aQd I Vee NiQd e\eV abRYe Whe bOXe Rf hiV VXUgicaO PaVN. He ORRNV ​just​ OiNe a 
VWXQW cRRUdiQaWRU fURP TRURQWR QaPed 'JageUVN\' ± RQe Rf Whe QiceVW PeQ iQ Whe bXViQeVV ± aQd I 
iQVWaQWO\ WaNe a OiNiQg WR WhiV GeUPaQ dRSSeOglQgeU. 

​ 

"IV iW RNa\ if Ze WaNe RYeU WhiV SaUW Rf Whe ZaOO heUe?" I aVN, geVWXUiQg WR a VPaOO VecWiRQ Rf 
XQRccXSied VSace iPPediaWeO\ behiQd Whe LED VcUeeQV, WR Whe Vide Rf Whe PaVViYe, VOidiQg 
ORadiQg ba\ dRRU. 

​ 

"AbVROXWeO\," he Va\V, aQd hRSV XS WR VOide a cRXSOe WabOeV aQd SieceV Rf eTXiSPeQW WR Whe OefW 
aQd UighW WR PaNe PRUe URRP fRU XV. The VSeed aW Zhich he PRYeV UePiQdV Pe iQVWaQWO\ Rf hRZ 
VWXQW gX\V aUe ZiWh RQ-VeW eWiTXeWWe aW hRPe: TXicN WR jXPS XS aQd heOS. "I'P PeWeU, b\ Whe Za\," 
he Va\V. "WhaW dR \RX Qeed WR VeW XS?" 

​ 

"ThaQN \RX," I Va\ gUaWefXOO\. MiUaQda aQd I WaNe WXUQV bRXQciQg Rff RQe aQRWheU, e[SOaiQiQg aV 
cOeaUO\ aV Ze caQ WhaW Whe Siece Rf eTXiSPeQW Ze'Ye haXOed ZiWh XV fURP CaQada iV UidicXORXVO\ 
deOicaWe: QR VhaUS cRUQeUV, QR PeWaO RQ cORWhiQg, QR UiQgV, QR OeaQiQg WhiQgV RQ iW . . . Ze UaWWOe Rff 
a ORQg OiVW. PeWeU QRdV hiV head aORQg aQd diVaSSeaUV bacN iQWR Whe gORRP Rf bacNVWage. 

​ 

MiUaQda aQd I gR abRXW aVVePbOiQg Whe WRZeU, VORZO\, caUefXOO\. 

​ 

TheUe aUe URXgh, VhaUS cRUQeUV ​ever\Zhere​ iQ WhiV bacNVWage aQd a ORZ bX]] Rf QeUYRXVQeVV 
VeWWOeV iQ aW Whe bacN Rf P\ VNXOO. 

_ ​We're going to have to stand guard Zith the blood\ toZer all da\ ​, I WhiQN. ​There's no Za\ I'm 
leaving this thing unattended! 

​ 
PeWeU aSSeaUV WR RXU UighW RXW Rf QRZheUe agaiQ, haXOiQg giaQW fRaP PaWV fRU XV WR VeW Whe 
eTXiSPeQW RQ. 



​ 

"SR iW dReVQ'W WeaU," he Va\V. 

​ 

AlZa\s find a rigger! 

​ 

​We haYe Whe WRZeU VeW XS b\ 10.45aP. 

We VS\ a caOO VheeW ZiWh Whe RUdeU Rf SeUfRUPeUV aQd Ze'Ue . . . 

​ 

Dead OaVW. 

​ 

OQO\ . . . 10 hRXUV WR NiOO, QRZ. 

​​ 

"WeOO WhaW'V QRW VR bad," MiUaQda Va\V. "I haYe WR UXQ bacN WR Whe hRWeO WR gUab VRPe VWXff; \RX 
caQ QaS; WhiV'OO be fiQe." 

​ 

Ohhh, iW ZRXOd haYe beeQ Qice if iW had acWXaOO\ gRQe WhaW Za\ . . . 

ƅ
NACHMITTAG ů ÷he RýÔaëÛýÔdƅ
Another giant, blonde Teutonic PA swoops in and spirits me 
awa\. "For some interviews," she sa\s. ​ 
​ 

FRU Whe Qe[W ​si[ ​hRXUV, I'P bRXQced aURXQd fURP caPeUa cUeZ WR caPeUa cUeZ: 

​ 

FiUVW I'P hXVWOed iQWR a daUN cRUQeU VeW ZiWh SFX fRg aQd a VheOf fXOO Rf YaUiRXV SURSV. 

​​ 

"Do something ​cool! ​" Whe RbYiRXVO\-RYeUZRUNed caPeUa PaQ Va\V. 

"WhaW iV WhiV fRU?" I aVN. 

"IW'V Whe ​beaut\ shots ​." 

"BeaXW\ VhRWV?" 



"Yeah, \RX NQRZ, \RX dR VRPeWhiQg ... fXQ." He geVWXUeV YagXeO\ WR Whe ZaOO Rf SURSV. 

I beQd RYeU bacNZaUdV WR e\ebaOO Whe caPeUa XSVide dRZQ aQd WhURZ a haQdVWaQd RU WZR. 
 
The\ VeeP VaWiVfied. ​​ 
TheQ I'P RXWVide, dRiQg cURcV 
aQd haQdVWaQdV iQ SaUN 
a ​casuall\​a fRU WheiU B-UROO: 

FiOP iV QeYeU QaWXUaO. 

A VPaOO GeUPaQ chiOd ZiSeV RXW 
RQ hiV biNe ZhiOe VWaUiQg 
RSeQ-PRXWhed aW RQe Rf P\ 
WUicNV aQd VWaUWV ZaiOiQg. 

"ONa\, WhaW'V eQRXgh," Va\V Whe 
fePaOe AD ZiWh WhiV SaUWicXOaU 
caPeUa cUeZ, VPiOiQg WhURXgh 
gUiWWed WeeWh aV Whe NidV VcUeaPV 
cRQWiQXe XQabaWed. 

 
 

​I'P VhXWWOed bacN iQVide. "CaQ I gR dRZQVWaiUV WR Whe WRZeU?" I aVN. 

"NR, Ze Qeed \RX fRU PRUe iQWeUYieZV." 

"ONa\." 
 

​AQRWheU hRXU SaVVeV. 
 

​​"He\, I Qeed WR head dRZQ WR Whe WRZeU, P\ Wech QeedV WR UXQ bacN WR Whe hRWeO WR gUab VRPe 
WhiQgV. We didQ'W WhiQN Ze ZeUe gRiQg WR be NeSW heUe fURP 9aP, \RX fRONV had iQiWiaOO\ WROd XV 
eaUO\ afWeUQRRQ fRU RXU caOO WiPe . . . " 

"ONa\ Ze'Ue jXVW gRiQg WR fiOP VRPeWhiQg ZiWh \RX UeaO TXicN." 

​ 

​I ZaiW fRU aQRWheU hRXU. 

​​ 

 



I'P QRW RQe WR be difficXOW RQ VeW, bXW iW VeePV OiNe I'P hiWWiQg a ZaOO iQ beWZeeQ ZhaW Whe 
SURdXcWiRQ aVViVWaQW'V aUe jXggOiQg ZiWh WheiU eYeU-VhifWiQg VchedXOe, aQd ZhaW ​I ​ Qeed WR dR WR be 
Uead\ fRU Whe VhRZ WhiV eYeQiQg. 

​ 

"ONa\, if \RX'Ue QRW fiOPiQg ZiWh Pe, I'P gRiQg WR gR dRZQVWaiUV," I Va\ fiUPO\, aQd SeUhaSV 
VRPeZhaW WeVWiO\ (Ze ZeUe WROd WheUe ZaV OXQch VRPeZheUe, bXW Ze QeYeU gRW iW). 

​ 

"NR, QR! We Qeed WR dR Whe iQWeUYieZ ZiWh \RX . . ." 

"YRX caQ caOO Pe XS fURP bacNVWage ZheQ \RX'Ue Uead\." 

"NR, QR, jXVW ZaiW ±" 

The fUeQ]ied-ORRNiQg PA daUWV Rff WR aQRWheU gURXS Rf bOacN-W-VhiUWed, headVeW-ZeaUiQg PAV aQd 
WheUe aUe ORWV Rf UadiR caOOV iQ TXieW GeUPaQ. 

FiQaOO\ ± 

​ 

"ONa\, \RX caQ cRPe iQ QRZ." 

​ 

​I'P bURXghW iQWR Whe OaUge, VWaged ZaiWiQg URRP. ​ 

TheUe aUe VeYeUaO YaQiW\-VW\Oe beaXW\ PiUURUV VeW XS, VPaOO cOXVWeUV Rf chaiUV, a baOOeW baU aQd a 
PiUURU aW Whe bacN cRUQeU, aQd heaY\ Ued YeOYeW cXUWaiQV aURXQd Whe SeUiPeWeU Rf Whe URRP. 
NRbRd\ acWXaOO\ ZaUPV XS RU VSeQdV WiPe heUe. IW'V jXVW fRU VhRZ. TheUe aUe WZR RU WhUee RWheU 
gURXSV dRiQg iQWeUYieZV aW Whe VaPe WiPe. 

​ 

M\ iQWeUYieZeU aQd caPeUa-PaQ VWaUW XS ZiWh P\ TXeVWiRQV jXVW aV Whe gURXS Qe[W WR XV VWaUWV 
SURjecWiQg VR ORXdO\ WhaW Ze'Ue fRUced WR VWRS VeYeUaO WiPeV Pid-aQVZeU aQd VWaUW RYeU agaiQ 
(XVXaOO\ iQ Whe PidVW Rf a VRPeZhaW VeUiRXV aQVZeU). 

I'P VWUXggOiQg WR VWa\ fRcXVed. 

​ 

The\ ZaQW WR aVN Pe abRXW P\ bUaiQ iQjXU\. 

AbRXW Whe acW (RbYiRXVO\). 

AbRXW WUaQViWiRQiQg & geQdeU ideQWiW\ WhiQgV. 

​ 

I aQVZeU eYeU\WhiQg aV cRQfideQWO\ aQd cOeaUO\ aV I caQ. 

TheUe'V a ZeiUd WeQViRQ WhaW I'P feeOiQg, aQd iW'V gURZiQg. 



​ 

OQ ​France's Got Talent​, WhiV SaUW Rf WhiQgV VRPehRZ didQ'W feeO . . . iQYaViYe. OU . . . iPSeUVRQaO. 

Ma\be iW'V becaXVe P\ FUeQch iV beWWeU WhaQ P\ GeUPaQ. Ma\be iW'V becaXVe P\ dXR SaUWQeU 
TUR\ JaPeV ZaV ZiWh Pe iQ FUaQce aQd I'P aORQe heUe iQ GeUPaQ\.

 

WhaWeYeU iW iV, I'P VSiOOiQg P\ gXWV WR Whe iQWeUYieZeUV (becaXVe WhaW'V ZhaW \RX'Ue VXSSRVed WR 
dR RQ WheVe VhRZV. I'P ZeOO aZaUe Rf ZhaW 'PaNeV gRRd WeOeYiViRQ', ZheWheU iW cRPeV Rff 
iQViQceUeO\ RQ Whe SaUW Rf Whe SURdXcWiRQ RU QRW; aQd I'Ye beeQ hiUed WR dR a gRRd jRb, Zhich 
PeaQV beiQg eQWeUWaiQiQg. IW'V eVVeQWiaOO\ YiVXaO cOicNbaiW). 

​ 

BXW I dRQ'W feeO YeU\ gRRd abRXW iW aV I dR iW. I feeO diVWUXVWiQg WhaW WhiV iQfRUPaWiRQ iV gRiQg WR be 
XVed Whe Za\ I'd OiNe iW WR be XVed. TRR OaWe QRZ. I igQRUe P\ gXW feeOiQg aQd SXVh RQ ZiWh Whe 
da\. 

​ 

OQO\ a feZ hRXUV WR gR, QRZ. 

​ 

FiQaOO\, iW VeePV OiNe Whe\'Ue fiQiVhed ZiWh Whe behiQd-Whe-VceQeV UecRUdiQgV. 

​ 

"IV WhaW iW fRU iQWeUYieZV fRU Whe da\?" I aVN Whe PA ZhR'V beeQ VheSheUdiQg Pe fURP URRP WR 
URRP. 

"YeV," Vhe Va\V. 



"ONa\ cRRO. I jXVW ZaQW WR PaNe VXUe WhaW \RX gX\V haYe eYeU\WhiQg \RX Qeed befRUe I'P 
bacNVWage aQd SUeSaUiQg fRU Whe VhRZ ..." 

"NR, QR, WhaW'V iW." 

"AOUighW. YRX'Ue ​reall\​ VXUe?" 

"YeV." 

"BecaXVe RQce 7SP UROOV aURXQd I Qeed WR be fRcXViQg RQ P\ acW." 

"IW'V fiQe. I'OO WaNe \RX bacN dRZQVWaiUV QRZ." 

ƅ

ƅ



ƅ
ƅ
ƅ
Nachmi÷÷ag ůƅƅ
Oý÷ Ûf ÷imeś Ûëś ÷he cýëïe Ûf caÔadiaÔ çÛli÷eÔeïïƅ
I've choked down a banana and a protein bar in the absence 
of an\ full meals. 

 

 
 
 

TheUe'V a UefUeVhPeQW VWaQd iQ a bacN cRUQeU Rf Whe gUeeQURRPV VQeaNiQg aZa\ fURP Whe PaiQ 
bacNVWage aUea. EYeU-VR-VOighWO\ caUbRQaWed aSSOe jXice VeePV WR be Whe OibaWiRQ Rf chRice, Zhich 
I caQ cRQfideQWO\ Va\ iV a beYeUage I haYe QeYeU befRUe had iQ P\ Oife. I caQ'W decide if iW'V 
aPa]iQg RU bi]aUUe. 

​ 



We'Ye ZaWched Whe UeVW Rf Whe acWV fRU Whe eYeQiQg VhRZ cRPSOeWe WheiU WechV aQd VWage UeheaUVaOV 
- VSeaNiQg ZiWh Whe VWage PaQageU RU Whe VafeW\ RfficeU RU a OighWiQg WechQiciaQ. We'Ue OaVW RQ Whe 
caOOVheeW, VR I figXUe Ze'OO be OaVW WR dR RXU UeheaUVaO. 

​ 

BXW aV Whe cORcN WicNV eYeU-RQZaUdV aQd 6SP UROOV aURXQd, I VWaUW WR geW QeUYRXV. The VhRZ VWaUWV 
iQ RQe hRXU. 

JXVW aV I'Ye UeVROYed WR gR fOag dRZQ a PA WR iQTXiUe abRXW RXU Wech UXQ, RQe aSSeaUV RXW Rf Whe 
bacNVWage gORRP. 

​ 

She'V ZeaUiQg a SaiQed e[SUeVViRQ. 

ASRORgeWicaOO\, Vhe Va\V: "I'P VR VRUU\, bXW, Ze ZiOO QRW be haYiQg WiPe WR dR \RXU UeheaUVaO 
befRUe Whe VhRZ . . ." 

" ​What?!" ​MiUaQd aQd I e[cOaiP ViPXOWaQeRXVO\. 

"WhaW dR \RX PeaQ?" I Va\. 

"We ​need a ​Wech UXQ," MiUaQda Va\V fOaWO\. 

​ 

"Ahh, \RX NQRZ, Ze'Ye UXQ RXW Rf WiPe ..." She PaNeV QRiVeV abRXW XQiRQi]ed OXQch bUeaNV aQd 
ceUWaiQ acWV WaNiQg ORQgeU WhaQ RWheUV. 

​ 

I iQWeUUXSW heU. "I'P VRUU\," I aSRORgi]e CaQadiaQO\ UighW bacN, "bXW QR. We'Ye beeQ heUe fRU hRXUV 
aQd hRXUV, ZaiWiQg fRU RXU WXUQ RQ VWage. IW'V QRW RXU faXOW if WiPe ZaVQ'W PaQaged SURSeUO\ fRU 
RWheU acWV, Ze haYe Whe UighW WR haYe RXU acW Wech'd SURSeUO\ WRR." 

​ 

HeU e\ebURZV dUaZ iQZaUdV aQd XSZaUdV aV Vhe hXgV heU cOiSbRaUd WighWeU WR heU cheVW. "I'P 
VRUU\, WheUe'V jXVW QR WiPe." 

​ 

"ThiV iV a VafeW\ iVVXe," MiUaQda Va\V. "If Ze haYeQ'W dRQe Whe Wech UXQ, hRZ dR \RXU VWage WechV 
NQRZ ZheQ WR RSeQ Whe cXUWaiQ? OU hRZ WhiV aSSaUaWXV VhRXOd be OiW? IW haV WR be OiW iQ a ceUWaiQ 
Za\ VR WhaW ​I'm ​QRW VeeQ b\ Whe aXdieQce, Zhich UXiQV Whe YiVXaO if iW haSSeQV." 

​ 

You're representing \our countr\. Be polite. Be courteous, ​I WhiQN, ZaQWiQg WR Uage ORXdO\. 

"I VWaUW Whe acW aW fXOO VXcWiRQ," I Va\, WU\iQg WR e[SOaiQ fXUWheU. I NeeS P\ YRice eYeQ aQd P\ face 
caOP. "IW'V a VafeW\ iVVXe if \RXU WechQiciaQ dReVQ'W RSeQ WhiV cXUWaiQ RQ WiPe aQd I'P WheUe ZiWh QR 



aiU fRU WRR ORQg. M\ WechQiciaQ ZiOO haYe WR UeiQWURdXce aiU WR Whe YROXPe aQd Whe eQWiUe acW ZiOO 
be Rff. We Qeed RXU UeheaUVaO." 

​ 

She heViWaWeV. I'Ye Vaid Whe Pagic S-ZRUd. 

"WeOO . . . \RX dR QRW haYe WR dR \RXU acW if \RX feeO iW iV QRW Vafe!" Vhe Va\V. 

​ 

I caQ'W. 

​ 

"NR," I Va\ aV eYeQO\ aV I caQ. "I did QRW cRPe acURVV Whe AWOaQWic RceaQ dXUiQg a gORbaO 
SaQdePic RQO\ WR ​not​ SeUfRUP Whe acW I haYe ZRUNed haUd WR SUeSaUe fRU \RXU SURdXcWiRQ becaXVe 
\RXU WeaP iV QRW SUeSaUed WR giYe XV Whe baUe PiQiPXP fRU a VWage UeheaUVaO!" 

​ 

"LRRN," I Va\, VRfWeQiQg, WU\iQg WR PeeW heU haOfZa\. ​You can't get blood from a stone​. "EYeQ if 
Ze caQ ​speak​ WR Whe VWage PaQageU aQd OighWiQg aQd VRXQd diUecWRUV - jXVW a cRQYeUVaWiRQ - WhaW'V 
beWWeU WhaQ ​nothing ​." 

​ 

"LeW Pe ... Vee if I caQ gR ... fiQd VRPeRQe ..." Vhe Va\V ZiWh VRPe UeOief. 

She VcXUUieV aZa\. 

​ 

I haWe beiQg WhaW SeUVRQ. 

BXW iV WhaW ZhaW iW WaNeV WR geW ZhaW \RX Qeed? 

We ZeUe SROiWe aQd SOa\ed aORQg aOO da\ . . . RQO\ WR be VhXffOed WR Whe bRWWRP Rf Whe decN Rf 
caUdV. 

​ 

I NeeS fighWiQg ZiWh P\VeOf aV P\ VWRPach dURSV. MiUaQda aQd I TXieWO\ diVcXVV ePeUgeQc\ 
RSWiRQV fRU ZhaW Ze'OO dR if Whe WechQiciaQV OeW XV dRZQ aV Ze ZaiW WR Vee if aQ\RQe ZiOO cRPe WR 
VSeaN ZiWh XV afWeU aOO . . . 

​ 

Just sta\ calm ​, I WeOO P\VeOf. ​Whatever this ends up being \ou're going to do \our best. 

ƅ
ƅ



ƅ

ƅ

AbeÔd ů ÷he SůWÛëdƅ
Because I've said the S-word ('safet\' issue), the tall, 
stern-looking German Safet\ Coordinator on set marches 
over within 15 minutes of the PA scurr\ing awa\. 

​ 

"HeOOR," he Va\V. "I haYe beeQ iQfRUPed WhaW WheUe iV a VafeW\ iVVXe. WheQ Ze VSRNe eaUOieU WRda\ 
\RX Vaid WhaW WheUe ZeUe QR iVVXeV . . ."  
I ORRN hiP VTXaUeO\ iQ Whe e\e. "ThaW ​Zas ​Whe caVe. BefRUe Ze ZeUe iQfRUPed WhaW RXU Wech 
UeheaUVaO ZaV caQceOOed, WhaW iV. EaUOieU WRda\ Ze ZeUe XQdeU Whe iPSUeVViRQ WhaW Ze ZRXOd be 



giYeQ Whe VaPe aPRXQW Rf UeheaUVaO WiPe RQ VWage aV aOO \RXU RWheU acWV iQ RUdeU WR be adeTXaWeO\ 
SUeSaUed WR dR WhiV acW; QRZ Ze'Ye beeQ WROd WheUe'V QR Wech UeheaUVaO, VR Ze haYe QR aVVXUaQce 
WhaW Whe UeVW Rf Whe SURdXcWiRQ WeaP heUe ZiOO NQRZ Whe cXeV WhaW PaNe WhiV acW Vafe." 

​ 

"Ah, I Vee," Va\V MU. SafeW\ CRRUdiQaWRU. "WeOO, \RX dR QRW ​have ​WR dR Whe acW if \RX dR QRW feeO 
Vafe..." 

​ 

This again!​​ 
​ 

"SiU," I Va\ aV SROiWeO\ aV I caQ PXVWeU. "The acW iV fiQe. OQe Rf \RXU PAV PeQWiRQed WhaW Ze 
PighW be abOe WR VSeaN WR Whe headV Rf deSaUWPeQW iQVWead, ViQce WheUe'V QR ORQgeU WiPe WR giYe XV 
a UXQ-WhURXgh RQ VWage..." 

​ 

"YeV, WhiV iV ZiWhiQ \RXU UighW WR aVN fRU," Whe VafeW\ cRRUdiQaWRU Va\V SOaiQO\. "We ZiOO PaNe Whe 
PeeWiQg." 

​ 

WiWhiQ 5 PiQXWeV, Whe OighWiQg diUecWRU, VRXQdbRRWh WechQiciaQ, aQd VWage PaQageU ZaON XS. 

​ 

MiUaQda aQd I VWaUW UXQQiQg WheP WhURXgh Whe deWaiOV Rf Whe acW aV cOeaUO\ aV SRVVibOe. 

The curtain needs to open at ​WhiV ​moment; look for Miranda to give \ou ​WhiV ​hand signal. 

You Zill knoZ to look for Miranda's signal at the beginning? Yes? Oka\. 

You can't open the curtain late. I have no air inside the apparatus at the beginning. 

​ 

Have \ou lit something like this before? 

The late[ is semi-transparent, and more so Zhen it's at full suction. It needs to be lit from ​WhiV 
kind of angle so that Ze don't see m\ technician behind the toZer. If Ze see her, the illusion is 
ruined. 

​ 
The curtain has to ​cORVe​ at this time; it might not look like an obvious conclusion to the 
choreograph\, because I'm inside the toZer the Zhole time. 

I'm going to be holding this handstand until \ou close the curtain. Please don't forget to close the 
curtain on time ... 

Can \ou sa\ it back to me, Zhat shape \ou're looking for in order to knoZ Zhen to close the 
curtain? 



​ 
The vacuums are running in the background on and off through the act. Are there monitors at the 
front of the stage for us to be able to hear the sound? 

The track has a Zide volume range; it starts SUPER quiet, but Ze need to hear it. You'll have to 
modulate it b\ the 2 minute mark, because b\ that point it gets ​UeaOO\ ​ loud ... Will Ze be able to 
hear it on stage properl\? 

​ 
What angle is the camera team shooting from? I see the\ have some techno-cranes ... the act is 
built to the front. Can Ze please make sure that the\ don't shoot this from the top or the sides? 
All of the tricks 'sell' to the front. If the\ choose a high side angle or something it's going to look 
like garbage. 

​ 

We geW QRdV aOO aURXQd. 

I heaYe a Vigh aQd WhaQN aOO Rf WheP fRU PaNiQg WiPe WR cRPe VSeaN ZiWh XV. 

" ​Nothing to do noZ but hope for the best," ​I PXWWeU WR MiUaQda RQce Ze'Ue b\ RXUVeOYeV agaiQ. 

​ 

IW'V 6:45SP QRZ; Whe VhRZ iV VWaUWiQg iQ 15 PiQXWeV. 

IW'V WiPe WR VWaUW ZaUPiQg XS VORZO\. I cXe XS a HeadVSace PediWaWiRQ fiUVW aQd VeWWOe iQ WR VRPe 
VORZ, deeS bUeaWhV. 

​ 

​"He\!" cRPeV Whe SeSS\ YRice Rf aQRWheU SURdXcWiRQ aVViVWaQW. I RSeQ aQ e\e aQd ORRN XS aW heU. 
"SR Ze jXVW Qeed WR gUab \RX fRU a cRXSOe PRUe iQWeUYieZV!" ​ ​Vhe Va\V cheeUfXOO\. 

​ 

"I ± " P\ eaUV aUe UiQgiQg VOighWO\. ​You're stressed. Chill out. This is hoZ these things go. Don't 
get Zorked up. Just politel\ sa\ ± ​"NR." 

​ 

HeU VPiOe VhUiQNV b\ a cRXSOe PROaUV. "Uh - bXW - ZeOO, Ze Qeed - " 

​ 

"NR," I UeSeaW caOPO\. 

​ 

The fiOP iQdXVWU\ SURfeVViRQaO iQ Pe NQRZV WhaW WhiV ZRPaQ - aORQg ZiWh eYeU\ RWheU PA heUe - iV 
XQdeU a ORW Rf SUeVVXUe, aQd behROdeQ WR a ORW Rf diffeUeQW facWRUV WhaW Vhe haV ]eUR cRQWURO RYeU ... 
bXW Whe fiOP iQdXVWU\ SURfeVViRQaO iQ Pe aOVR NQRZV WhaW if I dRQ'W dUaZ a OiQe I'P gRiQg WR NeeS 
beiQg QibbOed WR deaWh XQWiO Whe da\ iV RYeU. EYeU\RQe WhiQNV WheiU RZQ ageQda iV Whe PRVW 



iPSRUWaQW WhiQg; aQd a VPaOO SaUW Rf Pe iV d\iQg aW QRW beiQg RbedieQW aQd ZiOOiQg, bXW Whe OaUgeU 
SaUW Rf Pe NQRZV WhaW I'P Whe RQO\ RQe UeVSRQVibOe fRU PaNiQg VXUe WhaW I'P abOe WR SeUfRUP P\ 
acW Whe Za\ I ZaQW iW VhRZcaVed RQ EXURSeaQ WeOeYiViRQ. 

​ 

"I'P YeU\ VRUU\," I cRQWiQXe. "I dRQ'W PeaQ WR PaNe \RXU Oife difficXOW, bXW I e[SOiciWO\ VWaWed WhaW I 
Qeed WhiV WiPe WR ZaUP XS. I cOaUified eaUOieU iQ Whe da\ WhaW \RXU WeaP ZaV dRQe ZiWh Pe fRU 
iQWeUYieZV; I Qeed WR be YeU\ PeQWaOO\ fRcXVed aQd Sh\VicaOO\ ZaUPed XS fRU WhiV acW aQd I Qeed 
all​ Rf WhiV UePaiQiQg WiPe WR dR VR." 

​ 

She'V ZUiQgiQg heU haQdV. 

​ 

I Vigh iQWeUQaOO\ aQd giYe a OiWWOe. "WhaW iV iW e[acWO\ WhaW \RX'Ue PiVViQg aQd Qeed WR VhRRW?" 

"WeOO Ze VhRRW aOO Whe cRQWeVWaQWV iQ WhiV OiWWOe VSeciaO bacNVWage aUea, UighW befRUe Whe\ gR RQ..." 

"YRX PeaQ a diffeUeQW VSeciaO bacNVWage aUea WhaQ Whe RQe I ZaV dRiQg WUicNV iQ befRUe, XSVWaiUV?" 

"YeV, WhiV RQe iV jXVW WR Whe Vide Rf Whe VWage." 

"TeOO \RX ZhaW," I Va\. "I'OO cRQWiQXe P\ fiQaO feZ ZaUP-XS dUiOOV iQ \RXU VSeciaO bacNVWage aUea 
ZheQ I'P RQ decN/VWaQdiQg b\ WR gR RQVWage, aV Whe acW befRUe Pe begiQV. YRX caQ geW ZhaWeYeU 
fRRWage \RX ZaQW Rf Pe WheUe, bXW I caQ'W be aQVZeUiQg iQWeUYieZ TXeVWiRQV. I Qeed WR be 
fRcXViQg." 

"ONa\," Vhe Va\V, SOacaWed, aQd ZaONV aZa\. 

​ 

NiQeW\ PiQXWeV WR gR. 

ƅ
AbeÔd ů I÷źï Cýë÷aiÔïƅ
Act after act takes the stage in fantastical blurs of colours, 
costumes, lights, and sound. In between splits and handstand 
reps, I poke m\ head around one of the backstage corners to 
sneak glimpses of the monitors set up there. 
​ 

A dUag TXeeQ WURXSe haV a cRVWXPe PaOfXQcWiRQ. 

​ 



A PaVWeU haiUdUeVVeU iV diVSOa\iQg URZV aQd URZV Rf faQWaVWicaO ZigV bUaided iQWR VWUXcWXUaO 
PaVWeUSieceV. 

​ 

A cRPediaQ iV geWWiQg a VWeUQ-ORRNiQg UeYieZ fURP Whe jXdgeV. 

​ 

I aVN RQe Rf Whe GeUPaQ cUeZ PePbeUV ViWWiQg iQ fURQW Rf Whe PRQiWRUV ZhaW Whe jXdgeV aUe 
Va\iQg. 

​ 

"The\'Ue Va\iQg he'V QRW VR fXQQ\." 

​ 

"Oh deaU." 

​ 

"Ah, iW'V haUd," he Va\V ZiWh a VhUXg. "WhaW'V fXQQ\ iQ EQgOaQd iV Pa\be QRW VR fXQQ\ WR 
GeUPaQV, RU Pa\be QRW fXQQ\ eOVeZheUe bXW fXQQ\ iQ GeUPaQ\ ... cRPed\ iV haUd." 

​ 

Makes sense​. 

​ 

TheUe aUe a feZ RWheU acURbaWic acWV iQ Whe SURgUaP: WXPbOiQg aQd aeUiaO VRORV aQd dXRV, SaUWQeU 
baOaQciQg, Whe ZRUNV. 

I'P feeOiQg ZaUP aQd VXSSOe. 

The WRZeU iV Uead\ WR gR aQd Whe WechV NQRZ hRZ WR PRYe iW SURSeUO\. MiUaQda ZiOO VXSeUYiVe 
WhaW SaUW, WRR. 

We'Ue PRPeQWV aZa\. 

​ 

I bXQdOe XS a VecRQd bacNZaUPeU aURXQd P\ PidVecWiRQ, WhURZ P\ hRRdie RQ RYeUWRS, aQd 
diOigeQWO\ head RYeU WR Whe deVigQaWed 'VSeciaO' bacNVWage aUea ZheUe Whe PA aVNed Pe WR be 'RQ 
decN' fRU P\ acW. I SaUW Whe Ued cXUWaiQ VecWiRQiQg Rff WhaW aUea fURP Whe UeVW Rf Whe bacNVWage aQd 
ZaON iQWR a VPaOO aUea ZiWh OighWV, PiUURUV, caPeUaPeQ, aQd PRUe headVeW-ZeaUiQg cUeZ 
PePbeUV. 



 

 

​ 

I QRd heOOR aQd VORZO\ cXUO RYeU bacNZaUdV fURP VWaQdiQg iQWR a bUidge, WheQ dRZQ WR cheVWVWaQd. 
I VWUeWch RQe Oeg afWeU Whe RWheU aORQg Whe VcUaWch\ Ued caUSeW WhaW Whe\'Ye Oaid RYeU Whe cRQcUeWe, 
bUeaWhiQg VRfWO\ WhURXgh P\ QRVe. I'P diVWaQWO\ aZaUe Rf Whe caPeUaPaQ ZaONiQg aURXQd, 
SURbabO\ VhRRWiQg a feZ diffeUeQW aQgOeV. 

​ 

"CaQ Ze Vee \RX iQ cRVWXPe?" Whe ZRPaQ Qe[W WR Whe caPeUaPaQ ZhiVSeUV ORXdO\. 

​ 

"Uhhh, \eV...?" I UeSO\. "BXW ... iW'V OiWeUaOO\ VNiQ WRQe bUiefV. I'P gRiQg WR ORRN QaNed. YRX dRQ'W 
Vee iW iQVide Whe aSSaUaWXV." 



​ 

"Oh," Vhe Va\V, VPiOiQg QeUYRXVO\. "NeYeUPiQd." 

​ 

I caQ heaU WhaW Whe PXVic fRU Whe acW befRUe Pe haV eQded. The jXdgeV aUe VSeaNiQg WR Whe 
SeUfRUPeUV iQ a Pi[ Rf EQgOiVh aQd GeUPaQ. SPaWWeUiQgV Rf aSSOaXVe SXQcWXaWe TXeVWiRQV aQd 
UeVSRQVeV fRU abRXW 5 PRUe PiQXWeV aQd WheQ - 

​ 

"ONa\, WiPe WR gR!" ​ 

​ 

The cXUWaiQ cORVeV, VigQaOOiQg Whe cUeZ PePbeUV WR VWaUW bUiQgiQg RXW P\ WRZeU aQd VeWWiQg iW RQ 
Whe VWage. 

I Vhed P\ Oa\eUV, OeaYiQg WheP iQ a QeaW SiOe Rff WR Whe Vide Rf Whe bacNVWage hROdiQg aUea. 

I WU\ QRW WR WhiQN abRXW beiQg PRVWO\ QaNed iQ fURQW Rf WheVe cUeZ PePbeUV, Zhich iV QRZ a 
beehiYe Rf acWiYiW\ aV SeRSOe UXQ ZiUeV WR Whe YacXXPV, WaSe hRVeV iQWR SOace, VWUaighWeQ Whe 
SaddiQg XQdeU Whe WRZeU, aQd PRUe. M\ VXUgeU\ ZaV RQO\ 4 PRQWhV agR. I'Ye beeQ OiYiQg iQ a 
TXaUaQWiQe bXbbOe iQ P\ aSaUWPeQW Whe ZhROe WiPe. YeV, I'Ye VhaUed SOeQW\ Rf dXPb IG VWRUieV 
ZheUe I'P VhiUWOeVV, bXW WheUe'V VRPeWhiQg WhaW feeOV ​ver\ ​ diffeUeQW abRXW dRiQg VR iQ 'SXbOic' fRU 
Whe fiUVW WiPe. 

​ 

A VQeaN\ YRice aW Whe bacN Rf P\ head WUieV WR aVN Pe if Whe\ WhiQN I'P jXVW a giUO chRRViQg QRW WR 
ZeaU a WRS, bXW I VhRYe iW WR Whe bacN Rf P\ PiQd, hROd P\ head XS high aQd dUaZ P\ VhRXOdeUV 
bacN, aQd VWUide RXW RQWR Whe VWage. ​It's m\ time noZ. Focus. ​​ 

​ 

MiUaQda ORRNV XS fURP ZheUe Vhe'V fiQaOi]iQg Whe WaSe VeaO aURXQd Whe YacXXP hRVe ZheUe iW 
aWWacheV WR Whe WRZeU. 

"AOO gRRd?" Vhe aVNV Pe. 

"AOO gRRd," I Va\ fiUPO\. 

"Read\?" 

"YXS." 

​ 

She hROdV RSeQ Whe VPaOO RSeQiQg aW Whe bRWWRP Rf Whe WRZeU aQd I VOiWheU iQ, aUP\-cUaZO VW\Oe. 

M\ ZRUOd VhUiQNV. 



The QRQ-VXcWiRQed SaQeOV Rf Whe WRZeU haQg ORRVeO\, VRaNiQg iQ Whe OighWV high abRYe aQd WaNiQg 
RQ a \eOORZ RSaTXeQeVV. I caQ'W Vee ZhaW aQ\RQe iV dRiQg RXWVide, bXW I caQ feeO MiUaQda VWaUWiQg 
WR VeaO Whe gaVNeW Rf Whe WRZeU. 

I VWaQd WheUe, WaNiQg a feZ VORZ, deeS bUeaWhV. I UXQ WhURXgh Whe chRUeRgUaSh\ iQ P\ PiQd 
TXicNO\ RQe PRUe WiPe. 

​ 

Don't fall over, don't fall over, don't fall over ​, haV beeQ Whe bacNgURXQd feaU fRU Whe PajRUiW\ Rf 
WhiV e[SeUieQce. 

If I ZaV WR faOO fRUZaUd RU bacNZaUdV RXW Rf a WUicN ZhiOe iQVide Whe WRZeU, I ZRXOd WRSSOe Whe 
eQWiUe VWUXcWXUe WR Whe gURXQd ZiWh a deVWUXcWiYe aQd iQgORUiRXV ​BANG. 

IW haVQ'W haSSeQed. 

EYeU. 

BXW, \RX NQRZ hRZ bUaiQV ZRUN . . . 
 
It hasn't happened before, it's not going to happen noZ ​, I WeOO Whe feaU fiUPO\. TheQ, WR MiUaQda; 
"AUe Ze cORVe?" 

 
"YXS," Vhe Va\V, UaiViQg heU YRice VR I caQ heaU heU WhURXgh Whe PXffOiQg OaWe[. "MRPeQWV aZa\. 
Read\ fRU VXcWiRQ?" 

​ 



"Read\!" 

​ 

VRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRR!!!!!!!!!!! 

​ 

MiUaQda haV VZiWched Whe YacXXPV RQ. 

NR PRUe WaONiQg, QRZ. 

If aQ\WhiQg gReV ZURQg, I'OO haYe WR VhaNe Whe WRZeU aV RbYiRXVO\ aV I caQ ZiWh P\ bRd\ WR WU\ WR 
cRPPXQicaWe WhaW I Qeed aiU, RU WhaW I Qeed RXW. 

The ZaOOV VORZO\ VWaUW cORViQg iQ, WaNiQg RQ WeQViRQ aV Whe\ baOORRQ iQZaUdV WRZaUdV Pe. 

I WUiSOe checN P\ SRViWiRQ iQ Whe WRZeU - ​not too far forZards, gotta make sure that back leg sta\s 
hidden - ​ OifW XS RQe NQee, aQd dURS P\ head dRZQ WR UeVW RQ iW. I'P iQ SRViWiRQ. 

​ 

TheUe'V OeVV aQd OeVV aiU iQ Whe YROXPe. I'Ye gRW Whe ePeUgeQc\ bUeaWhiQg WXbe cOaPSed fiUPO\ 
beWZeeQ P\ WeeWh. I dRQ'W ZaQW WR XVe iW XQOeVV I ​absolutel\​ haYe WR, aQd eYeQ WheQ I ZaQW WR WU\ WR 
XVe iW RQO\ WR bUeaWhe ​in ​. IW'V faU WRR ORQg fRU a VWaQdaUd YacXXP-WRZeU WXbe; if I ZeUe WR XVe iW 
e[cOXViYeO\ fRU bUeaWhiQg, caUbRQ diR[ide ZRXOd bXiOd XS iQ Whe WXbe aQd I'd eVVeQWiaOO\ be 
Ue-bUeaWhiQg P\ RZQ e[haOe XQWiO WheUe ZaV QR R[\geQ OefW aQd I bOacNed RXW. DefiQiWeO\ fRU 
ePeUgeQcieV RQO\. 

​ 

The OaWe[ VWaUWV WR SUeVV iQ agaiQVW P\ VNiQ. 

I ORVe VighW Rf P\ ORZeU bRd\. JXVW a VPaOO SRcNeW Rf aiU aURXQd P\ face QRZ. 

Please, PLEASE let them get the cues right... ​​ 

​ 

I heaU Whe YacXXPV chaQge WR Whe VOighWO\ higheU SiWch WhaW WeOOV Pe Whe\'Ue OabRXUiQg WR dUaZ Whe 
OaVW feZ gXOSV Rf aiU RXW Rf Whe YROXPe. JXVW OiNe I'Ye dRQe iQ cRXQWOeVV SUacWiceV befRUe, I WaNe a 
ORQg, caOP iQhaOe aURXQd Whe WXbe, eTXaOi]e P\ eaUV, cORVe P\ e\eV, aQd ZaiW fRU Whe ​squishhhh​. 

​ 

The OaWe[ cORVeV iQ fiUPO\ aURXQd Pe. 

I'P fXOO\ iPPRbiOi]ed. 

M\ SRViWiRQ iV gRRd. 

​ 

Tick ... tick ... tick ... 

​ 



The VXcWiRQ iV hROdiQg. 

I VWUaiQ WR heaU Whe PXVic VWaUWiQg, WhRVe fiUVW ORZ heaUWbeaWV aW Whe begiQQiQg Rf P\ WUacN. 

​ 

Tick ... tick ... tick ... 

​ 

Is that them? ​ I ZRQdeU, Whe VecRQdV VWUeWchiQg RXW ORQgeU aQd ORQgeU. 

I dRQ'W heaU Whe cXUWaiQV RSeQiQg; caQ'W VeQVe a chaQge iQ Whe TXaOiW\ Rf Whe OighW aURXQd Pe. 

Is it because nothing is happening? Or is it just the toZer? ​​ 
Are Ze starting? ​​ 

​ 

Tick ... tick ... tick ... 

​ 

I VWa\ YeU\ VWiOO, cRQVeUYiQg P\ R[\geQ. 

MiUaQda ZiOO caOO iW if Vhe WhiQNV WhiQgV aUe aW Whe SRiQW Rf beiQg daQgeURXV - 

M\ WUXVW iV SOaced eQWiUeO\ iQ heU jXdgPeQW caOO. 

​ 

Tick ... tick ... tick ... 

​ 

IW'V beeQ WRR ORQg. 

​ 

IW VhRXOd haYe VWaUWed b\ QRZ. 

​ 

SRPeWhiQg iV ZURQg.ƅ
ƅ

ƅ

ShÛĉ÷ime ů like a çëÛfeïïiÛÔalƅ
YoX'Ye neYer been aW fXll sXcWion Whis long ​, a faint voice at the 



back of m\ mind tells me. ​​ ThaW is noW helpfXl informaWion 
righW noZ, ​I chide m\self. ​FocXs ​. 
​ 

Tick. Tick. Tick. ​​ 

​ 

I caQ'W heaU. I caQ'W Vee. I dRQ'W NQRZ if Whe acW haV VWaUWed. AOO P\ faiWh iV iQ MiUaQda WR PaNe Whe 
caOOV WhaW Qeed WR be Pade. 

​ 

TheQ ± 

​ 

ReOeaVe. 

​ 

TiQ\ SRcNeWV Rf aiU VWaUW cUeeSiQg bacN iQWR Whe YROXPe. MiUaQda'V cXW Whe YacXXPV. 

I guess Ze're starting ​, I WhiQN ZiWh a Pi[WXUe Rf UeOief aQd deWeUPiQaWiRQ. 

I haYe WR ZaiW XQWiO WheUe'V ​juuust​ eQRXgh aiU iQ Whe YROXPe WR VXddeQO\ WXUQ P\ haQdV aURXQd fRU 
a PiQi 'jXPS-VcaUe': ​boom!​​ 

I heaU Whe aXdieQce VcUeaP aQd aSSOaXd. 

OKAY WE'RE ROLLING ​. 

​ 

I'P ZaiWiQg jXVW a OiWWOe ORQgeU fRU Whe OaWe[ WR SXOO aZa\ fURP P\ VNiQ VR WhaW I caQ cROOaSVe WR Whe 
bRWWRP Rf Whe WRZeU aQd begiQ Whe UeVW Rf Whe chRUeR. I aOZa\V WhiQN Rf WhiV PRPeQW aV beiQg 
bRUQ, iQ ZhaWeYeU ZeiUd Vci-fi ZRUOd I iPagiQe P\VeOf iQ iQ Whe cRQWe[W Rf acWXaOO\ ​performing​ Whe 
acW. LRWV Rf SeRSOe Va\ WhaW Whe RSeQiQg iPage Rf Whe acW ORRNV OiNe a feWXV ​in utero ​. OWheUV Va\ 
WhaW, aQd Whe bUeaWhiQg WXbe, giYeV WheP ​Matri[​ YibeV. SRPeWiPeV I geW ​Blade Runner 2049 
UefeUeQceV (WhRVe aUe VRPe Rf P\ faYRXUiWe). WhaWeYeU iW iV, I aP aQ iQaQiPaWe RbjecW becRPiQg 
aQiPaWe. I ORYe WhiV PRPeQW Rf SURPiVe. 

​ 

BXW -- 

​ 

Wait -- ​​ 

​ 

The OaWe[ begiQV WR cORVe WighWO\ aURXQd Pe agaiQ. ​What!? ​​ 



​ 

TheQ ... fiQaOO\ ... I heaU Whe VRXQdWUacN VWaUW. ​​ 
Oh \ou're kidding me. 

​ 

IW ZaVQ'W WhaW I cRXOd heaU iW RYeU Whe YacXXPV; iW ZaV WhaW Whe\ hadQ'W VWaUWed SOa\iQg iW aW aOO. 

ThiV ZhROe WiPe, WheUe WASN'T PXVic. 

​ 

AQd WhaW PeaQV ± WhaW PeaQV WhaW MiUaQda 'SXOOed Whe SOXg' RQ Whe RSeQiQg iPage becaXVe Whe\ 
hadQ'W RSeQed Whe cXUWaiQV. 

For f***s sakes... ​EYeU\WhiQg Ze had ZRUUied abRXW (aQd Pade aQ ePeUgeQc\ SOaQ fRU) caPe 
WUXe. 

​ 

I fRUced P\VeOf bacN iQWR Whe PRPeQW; QRZ I had WR VeOO Whe PRYePeQW I had iQiWiaWed. The 
VXUSUiVe/UeYeaO PRPeQW Rf Whe acW ZaV UXiQed, bXW WhaW didQ'W PeaQ WhaW I cRXOdQ'W jXVW VWRS 
PRYiQg. I NeSW VORZO\ ZRUNiQg Whe OaWe[ ZiWh P\ haQdV, SUa\iQg WhaW Whe caPeUa RS ZaV aW OeaVW 
cXWWiQg WR a cORVe VhRW fRU WhiV; iW ZaV gRiQg WR be aQRWheU 10 fXOO VecRQdV befRUe Whe YROXPe fXOO\ 
VXcWiRQed - ​there​, I WhRXghW, fUR]eQ OiNe a bXg iQ aPbeU RQce agaiQ - aQd WheQ aQRWheU 15 VecRQdV 
fRU WheUe WR be eQRXgh UeOeaVe WhaW I cRXOd dURS dRZQ OiNe I had SUeYiRXVO\ beeQ Uead\ WR dR. 
 

 



 

 

​ 

Gonna have to reall\ push for these transitions ​, I UeaOi]ed gUiPO\. The PXVic PaUched RQZaUdV. 

​ 

I cROOaSVed WR Whe fORRU, VOidiQg a haQd XS deVSeUaWeO\ RQ Whe fURQW Rf Whe WRZeU. ​Bang bang bang! 
Let me out! ​ The OaWe[ chRNed WighW aURXQd P\ cUXPSOed fRUP agaiQ. A PRPeQW Rf SaUaO\ViV. AQd 
WheQ VSace agaiQ. 

​ 

I ZaiW XQWiO WheUe'V eQRXgh aiU iQ Whe YROXPe WR PaNe P\ fRUP PXUN\ WR Whe aXdieQce aQd begiQ 
Whe VORZ, SUeciVe SiYRW WhaW I ZRUNed WhURXgh ZiWh RRbeUWR CaPSaQeOOa dXUiQg UeheaUVaOV: Whe hiS 
VhifWV bacN ​first ​, RWheUZiVe P\ PRYePeQW VhRZV WRR cOeaUO\ WR Whe aXdieQce; XVe \RXU OegV, XVe 
\RXU abV, PRYe bacN iQ Whe YROXPe; OeaYe \RXU haQd RQ Whe fURQW SaQeO, Oead ZiWh Whe ZUiVW, ZiQd 
\RXU Za\ acURVV Whe OaWe[ WR hROd fRcXV ZhiOe \RX SOace \RXU feeW; PRUe TXadV PRUe TXadV PRUe 
TXadV, haQg RQ WR \RXU abV -- ​oka\​. 

​ 

I'P iQ SURfiOe iQ Whe WRZeU, UighW haQd VORZO\ dUaZiQg Whe WXbe XS, XS, XS ZiWh geQWO\ WUaiOiQg 
fiQgeUV. M\ OefW haQd VOideV dRZQ, TXieWO\ bUaciQg agaiQVW Whe fURQW Oeg: iW cUeaWeV a WighWeU 
ORRNiQg WeaUdURS ZheQ Whe OaWe[ SXOOV iQ WighW, UeViVWiQg Whe 'fOaWWeQiQg' effecW WhaW Whe WRZeU 
PaNeV. IW aOVR PaNeV iW Sh\VicaOO\ SRVVibOe WR ViPSO\ hROd WhaW deeS Rf a bacNbeQd, VWaQdiQg, iQ 



Whe WRZeU ZiWhRXW SiQchiQg Rff bORRd fORZ RU QeUYeV (\iNeV). I aUch P\ head bacN, e[ecXWiQg a 
VXbWOe VhifW fRUZaUd aQd bacNZaUd WR UeViVW Whe fUicWiRQ Rf Whe OaWe[ aQd PaNe VXUe WhaW P\ QecN iV 
iQ aV PXch e[WeQViRQ aV SRVVibOe. 

​ 

The WRZeU iV WUicN\. YRX ​feel​ OiNe \RX'Ue iQ aV deeS a SRViWiRQ aV \RX caQ cUeaWe ZiWh \RXU RZQ 
PXVcOeV, bXW WheQ Whe OaWe[ cORVeV iQ aQd VTXee]eV \RX ​out​ Rf Whe VhaSe VOighWO\. I haYe WR 
over ​Ueach Whe VhaSe, aQd WheQ WUXVW WhaW I'Ye SOaced P\VeOf iQ Whe UighW SRViWiRQ ± RQe WhaW I caQ 
PaiQWaiQ (bORRd SUeVVXUe aQd R[\geQ ZiVe...) fRU Whe 5 RU 6 VecRQd hROd aW fXOO VXcWiRQ. 

 

Keep the energ\ in \our hands ​, I heaUd RRbeUWR'V YRice iQ P\ head. 

AW Whe PRPeQW ​just ​befRUe I'P fXOO\ iPPRbiOi]ed, I jeUNiO\ ​clench ​ Whe WXbe iQ P\ fiVW. 

PeRSOe dRQ'W WeQd WR OiNe WhaW PRPeQW becaXVe iW ORRNV OiNe VRPeRQe aWWePSWiQg WR de-iQWXbaWe 
WhePVeOYeV. 

Which iV SUeciVeO\ Zh\ I ORYe iW. 

​ 

Good good good​, I WhiQN WR P\VeOf. ​Almost there. You're almost there. Last trick. Here Ze go. 
Nail it. ​​ 

ƅ

ShÛĉ÷ime ů fiÔiïhiÔg ï÷ëÛÔgƅ
The air releases back into the tower. I roll awa\ from the front 
panel, tr\ing to leave a hand on the front to draw focus one last time 
as I reposition m\ feet to the back of the tower and prepare for the 
handstand entr\. 
 
 



 

ThiV iV Whe WUicNieVW RQe Rf aOO: 

​ 

AV I PeQWiRQed befRUe, Whe WRZeU fUaPe iWVeOf PighW ​look​ VWXUd\, bXW iW iV ViPSO\ OighW PVC 
WXbiQg. 

​ 

EaV\ WR NQRcN RYeU. 

​ 

The fRRWSUiQW Rf Whe WRZeU iV VPaOO, aQd I'P 5'9" ZiWh ORQg gaQgO\ OegV: 

I haYe WR PaQeXYeU WheP XS, aURXQd, behiQd aQd RYeU P\ RZQ head fRU Whe cRQWRUWiRQ haQdVWaQd 
eQWU\ ZiWhRXW NicNiQg aQ\ Rf Whe SaQeOV, PRYiQg WRR VXddeQO\, RU ORViQg P\ baOaQce ZiWhiQ Whe 
YROXPe. TheUe'V QR RSWiRQ Rf baiOiQg RQ aQ eQWU\ iQVide Whe WRZeU. I haYe WR be VROid. 

​ 

The WiPiQg iV cUXciaO: 

I haYe WR ZaiW XQWiO WheUe'V eQRXgh aiU bacN iQ Whe YROXPe WhaW I caQ PRYe P\ OegV ZiWhRXW geWWiQg 
VWXcN RQ Whe iQVide Rf Whe WRZeU. MRYe WRR VRRQ, aQd iW'V RbYiRXV ZhaW I'P dRiQg, iW'V XgO\, aQd iW 
ORRNV OiNe Whe PiVWaNe WhaW iW iV. BXW Whe PRUe aiU WheUe iV iQ Whe WRZeU, Whe OeVV fRUce WheUe iV 
hROdiQg Whe PVC WXbeV iQZaUdV agaiQVW WhePVeOYeV. TheUe'V URRP fRU Pe WR PRYe, bXW iW'V URcN\ 
aQd cOaWWeU\ aV aOO heOO. 

​ 



I haYe WR be ​in full position ​ aV MiUaQda fiUeV Whe YacXXPV WR WaNe Whe aiU RXW Rf Whe VSace, Zhich 
PeaQV hROdiQg a deeS, deeS cRQWRUWiRQ haQdVWaQd fRU faU ORQgeU WhaQ aQ\ Rf Whe RWheU bacNbeQdV 
iQ Whe acW. AV Whe WRZeU begiQV WR VXcWiRQ dRZQ RQ Pe, WheUe iV QR PaUgiQ Rf eUURU: I caQ'W 
UeSRViWiRQ P\ OegV if Whe\'Ue QRW faU eQRXgh dRZQ. IW'V iQcUedibO\ eaV\ WR ​think​ WhaW I'Ye hiW P\ 
SRViWiRQ cRUUecWO\ RQO\ WR UeaOi]e ZheQ iW'V faU WRR OaWe WhaW Whe WRZeU iV abRXW WR hROd Pe iQ a 
haQdVWaQd WhaW ORRNV OiNe VRPe ZeaN aPaWeXU YeUViRQ Rf ZhaW I caQ acWXaOO\ dR, ZiWh P\ feeW 
VRPeZheUe aURXQd Whe WRS Rf P\ head. 

​ 

The SOacePeQW iV cUXciaO: 

If I VcUeZ XS aQd WU\ Whe haQdVWaQd WRR faU fRUZaUd iQ Whe YROXPe, WZR WhiQgV haSSeQ: RQe, I SXOO 
Whe WRZeU Rff baOaQce aQd WheQ MiUaQda iV iQ fRU a YeU\ VWUeVVfXO Uide aWWePSWiQg WR 
cRXQWeUbaOaQce Whe eQWiUe VWUXcWXUe VXbWO\ fURP Whe bacN; WZR, Whe Za\ WhaW Whe OaWe[ SaQeOV cORVe 
iQ aURXQd P\ bRd\ PaNe fRU aQ XQaWWUacWiYe YiVXaO. Wa\ WRR cURWch-\. LiWeUaOO\ Whe OaVW WhiQg WhaW 
I ZaQW RQ WhiV UecRUded VhRZ. 

​ 

If I SicN Whe UighW VSRW, Whe baOaQce hROdV aQd I cUeaWe a beaXWifXOO\ ZeiUd YiVXaO ZheUe P\ head 
fORaWV iQ VSace beWZeeQ P\ aQNOeV RU VhiQV. 

I UeSRViWiRQ P\ haQdV aV faU bacN aV I caQ PaQage; I Qeed URRP fRU P\ OegV WR gR XS aQd RYeU P\ 
head, fRU P\ feeW WR VWa\ iQ fURQW Rf P\ face. 

​ 

​IQ RWheU ZRUdV, eYeU\ aVSecW Rf WhiV fiQaO WUicN haV WR be SeUfecW. 

​ 

NR SUeVVXUe. ​ 

​ 

I OighWO\ Wag a fRRW RQ WRS Rf Whe XSSeU hRUi]RQWaO baU aW Whe UeaU Rf Whe WRZeU. 

TaNe a bUeaWh. AQd begiQ Whe eQWU\. 

​ 

Breathe. 

SloZ. 

Stead\. 

​ 

I SUeVV P\ fiQgeUV Zide, dUiYiQg WheP dRZQ WR feeO Whe gURXQd aV beVW I caQ aV Whe bRWWRP SaQeO 
Rf OaWe[ begiQV WR SXVh haUdeU aQd haUdeU XS agaiQVW P\ SaOPV. IW'V OiNe WU\iQg WR baOaQce RQ a 
baOORRQ WhaW iV VORZO\ iQfOaWiQg XS agaiQVW \RXU haQdV, aQd Whe SaUW WhaW iW SXVheV XS agaiQVW Whe 



PRVW iV Whe ​inside​ edge Rf P\ haQdV. SPaOO deWaiO, bXW iPSRUWaQW: Whe iQVide edgeV Rf P\ SaOPV 
SeeOiQg XS aQd aZa\ fURP Whe gURXQd PaNeV P\ eObRZV ZaQW WR bXcNOe aQd PaNeV P\ VhRXOdeUV 
ZaQW WR VOiQN aZa\ iQWR iQWeUQaO URWaWiRQ. BRWh Rf WheVe WhiQgV aUe a UeciSe fRU faOOiQg fRUZaUd (QRW 
aQ RSWiRQ), aQd/RU fXcNiQg XS P\ ZUiVWV (aOVR QRW aQ RSWiRQ). I gUiQd P\ WeeWh agaiQVW Whe 
bUeaWhiQg WXbe cOaPSed beWZeeQ P\ PROaUV aQd aggUeVViYeO\ cRPPiW WR NeeSiQg P\ VhRXOdeUV 
ORcNed iQWR e[WeUQaO URWaWiRQ. 

​ 

OQe fRRW fRUZaUd. 

TZR feeW fRUZaUd. 

PRVWXUe XS ZiWh ​serratus anterior ​: SXff ​up! ​ I WeOO P\VeOf. 

STXeeeee]e iQWR Whe deeSeU bacNbeQd. 

​ 

RRbeUWR'V cXeV aUe echRiQg iQ P\ head agaiQ: 

"KeeS \RXU feeW aOiYe!" "LRRN Vide WR Vide; OiNe Whe\'Ue QRW SaUW Rf \RXU bRd\ aQd \RX'Ue 
RbVeUYiQg WheiU PRYePeQW." 

I fOe[ P\ WReV Zide, cXUOiQg aQd fOe[iQg P\ aQNOeV, iPagiQiQg WheP OiNe jeOO\fiVh fORaWiQg dRZQ 
WhURXgh Whe YROXPe WR UeVW iQ fURQW Rf P\ face. 

The PRYePeQW WUicN RQO\ ZRUNV if WheUe'V eQRXgh WeQViRQ iQ Whe OaWe[ WhaW Whe\ caQ SXVh aQd 
SUeVV agaiQVW Whe PaWeUiaO. 

Of cRXUVe, RQce WheUe'V a haiU'V bUeadWh WRR PXch WeQViRQ, P\ feeW aUe jXVW .... VWXcN. IQ ZhaWeYeU 
SRViWiRQ Whe\ Pade iW WR. 

​ 

Go go go go go​, I'P ZiOOiQg WheP iQ P\ PiQd. ​Don't get stuck, don't get stuck, don't get stuck ​. 
Please be a deep shape, please be a deep shape ​, I'P beggiQg Whe WRZeU, aQWiciSaWiQg fXOO 
iPPRbiOi]aWiRQ aQ\ PRPeQW QRZ - 

​ 

I UeWUacW P\ QecN VOighWO\, SXOO P\ VNXOO XS higheU ZiWh P\ XSSeU bacN PXVcOeV, VWeaO aQ iQch 
PRUe ​'up'​ ZiWh P\ face iQ RUdeU WR be VWaUiQg RXW diUecWO\ aW Whe aXdieQce aV beVW I caQ. 

I caQ feeO Whe ​squish​ iQ P\ bacN WhaW WeOOV Pe WhaW Whe haQdVWaQd iV aV beQd\ aV I'P gRQQa geW iW. 

​ 

PERFECT ​. 

​ 

IW'V gRRd. ​It's good!!!​ I'P VhRXWiQg WUiXPShaQWO\ RQ Whe iQVide. I'Ye QaiOed Whe VhaSe -- 

​ 



​YESSSSSSS.​ƅ
ƅ

ShÛĉ÷ime ů Gëace Ʊ elegaÔceƅ
M\ arms are starting to shake, but the shape is perfect ​. 
This is Whe besW I coXld haYe hoped for ​.​ 

 

The fiUVW 75% Rf ZheQ Whe aXdieQce caQ Vee P\ face dXUiQg aQ\ WUicNV RU SRVeV iQVide Whe WRZeU 
iV aOO aQgOeV aQd cheeNbRQeV aQd CiUcXV-PeUfRUPeU-EffRUWOeVV-MRdeO-Face�. . . bXW WheQ fXOO 
VXcWiRQ hiWV aQd \RX'Ue ORRNiQg aW a gaUgR\Oe. 

​ 

The aXdieQce iV ZaWchiQg P\ face geW VORZO\ diVWRUWed b\ Whe WighWeQiQg OaWe[; PaVhiQg P\ QRVe 
fOaW, cUXVhiQg P\ cheeNbRQeV, dUaZiQg P\ PRXWh Zide, WZiVWiQg P\ bURZV. ThiV iV RQe Rf P\ 
faYRXUiWe SaUWV Rf Whe acW: Whe VhaSeV WhePVeOYeV haYe WR be ​perfect​. AQd UeSeaWabOe. BXW Whe 
eOePeQW Rf P\ face iV cRQVWaQWO\ a ZiOd caUd becaXVe Rf Whe Za\ WhaW Whe OaWe[ SXOOV WighW. 

​ 

I QeYeU NQRZ ​Zhich ​ gaUgR\Oe iV gRiQg WR VhRZ XS . . . aQd WhaW'V haOf Whe fXQ. 

​ 

GUacefXO. DiVWXUbiQg. 



PUedicWabOe. UQSUedicWabOe. 

BeaXWifXO. GURVV. 

​​ 

​The fiQaO feZ baUV Rf P\ VRXQdWUacN aUe SXOViQg RXW acURVV Whe WheaWUe. 

The heaUWbeaW VORZV; Whe bUeaWh UaWWOeV. 

The aXdieQce iV TXieW. 

M\ aUPV VWaUW WR VhaNe. 

​ 

IW'V a ORQg haQdVWaQd WR hROd, aW a VigQificaQW OeYeO Rf bacNbeQd, ZiWh Whe fRUceV Rf Whe OaWe[ VOeeYe 
SXVhiQg RQ Pe iQ aOO VRUWV Rf XQideaO Za\V. 

CLOSE THE CURTAIN​, I VcUeaP WeOeSaWhicaOO\ aW Whe VWage cUeZ. 

​ 

Sta\ in character. 

Keep looking around. 

Fle[ \our feet. 

Send that energ\ out through the late[ ​. 
Hang on​. 

​ 

M\ aUPV aUe VWaUWiQg WR PRYe iQWR fXOO VhXddeU-PRde. 

I caQ'W geW RXW Rf Whe haQdVWaQd XQWiO Whe OighWV aUe RXW; XQWiO Whe cXUWaiQ iV cORVed. 

MiUaQda haV cXW Whe VXcWiRQ, VR aiU iV VORZO\\\\ VORZO\\\\ OeaNiQg bacN iQWR Whe YROXPe. 
SRfWeQiQg Whe edgeV Rf Whe VhaSe. AOORZiQg P\ face WR geQWO\ VWaUW UeaUUaQgiQg bacN iQWR 
VRPeWhiQg PRUe hXPaQ-ORRNiQg. 

​ 

Tick. Tick. Tick. Tick. ​​ 
SiOeQce iQ Whe WheaWUe. 

AQd WheQ -- 

​ 

The OighWV begiQ WR diP. 

Thank. God. ​I WhiQN. 

​ 

I'P QRW RXW Rf Whe ZRRdV \eW, WhRXgh. 



The OaWe[ iV hROdiQg Pe iQ SRViWiRQ VWiOO. 

M\ feeW aUe PRYiQg iQWR fXOO SiQV-aQd-QeedOeV PRde; I'Ye beeQ iQ WRR deeS a bacNbeQd ZiWh WRR 
PXch fRUce WiUiQg RXW Whe PXVcOeV WhaW hROd Pe VafeO\ iQ SRViWiRQ, fRU WRR ORQg. I'P VWaUWiQg WR 
ZRUU\ WhaW I'P QRW gRiQg WR haYe Whe VWUeQgWh WR e[iW bacNZaUdV fURP Whe haQdVWaQd -- Zhich iV 
Whe RQO\ SaWhZa\ aYaiOabOe iQVide Whe VPaOO fRRWSUiQW Rf Whe WRZeU. 

​ 

Come on, come on...! ​​ 

​ 

I heaU Whe ​shhhhhhhhk! ​ Rf Whe cXUWaiQV cORViQg. 

The hRXVe OighWV cRPe RQ bacNVWage. 

​ 

COME ON, COME ON ...!​​ 
I VWUXggOe fRU RQce OaVW SXVh Rf PXVcXOaU cRQWURO aV Whe aiU VORZO\ VeeSV bacN iQWR Whe YROXPe. 
MiUaQda iV bXViO\ XQdRiQg Whe gaVNeW WhaW hROdV Whe WRZeU VeaOed VhXW. ​Just a feZ more seconds ​. 
I'P WU\iQg aV haUd aV I caQ WR fiQd VRPe Ue-eQgagePeQW iQ P\ cRUe PXVcOeV WhaW haYe beeQ heOd iQ 
a OeQgWheQed SRViWiRQ fRU ORQg, ORQg VecRQdV. ​Please don't fall forZard please don't fall forZard 
please don't fall forZard ​.... I beg P\VeOf. 

​ 

WHOOOOOOOSH - 

The WeQViRQ Rf Whe OaWe[ SaQeOV dURSV dUaPaWicaOO\ aV MiUaQda geWV Whe WRZeU RSeQ. ​STAY -- UP -- 
I \eOO aW P\VeOf iQWeUQaOO\. M\ bRd\ badO\ ZaQWV WR WiS fRUZaUdV. I PaQage WR haXO RQe Oeg bacN 
behiQd Pe, e[haXVWed, ORRNiQg fRU aQ\ PVC WXbeV WhaW PighW VXSSRUW eYeQ a feZ SRXQdV Rf 
ZeighW ZhiOe I PaQeXYeU Whe UeVW Rf Whe Za\ RXW. 

​ 

NRWhiQg. M\ fRRW iVQ'W fiQdiQg aQ\WhiQg. IQVWead, P\ VhiQ fiQdV Whe bacN SaQeO Rf OaWe[. SWicN\ 
ZiWh VZeaW aQd hXPid fURP Whe WiPe iQ Whe WRZeU ZiWh QR aiU e[chaQge, P\ ZhROe ORZeU Oeg jXVW 
-- ​sticks​. 

​ 

Ahhh shit, ​ I WhiQN, iPagiQiQg aOO Whe Za\V WhaW WhiV aPRXQW Rf bRd\ ZeighW iV VWUeVViQg Whe 
iQWegUiW\ Rf Whe OaWe[. 

Don't tear the thousand dollar balloon, don't tear the thousand dollar balloon ... ​​ 

​ 

"SSRW," I caOO RXW WR MiUaQda, ZhR TXicNO\ WhURZV heU bRd\ ZeighW iQWR bUaciQg Whe WRZeU. 



I gUaceOeVVO\ cROOaSVe WR Whe bRWWRP Rf Whe YROXPe, eYeU\ biW Rf e[SRVed VNiQ acWiQg OiNe VWicN\ fO\ 
SaSeU aQd geWWiQg VWXcN iQ aOO Whe SOaceV I ZiVh iW ZRXOdQ'W RQ Whe Za\ dRZQ. 

W/hatever. I can be an aZkZard bab\ giraffe noZ. No one is filming / Zatching an\more ​. 

​ 

"Uhhh ... \RX aOUighW, dXde?" MiUaQda caOOV RXW. 

​ 

"YXS," I chXcNOe. She hROdV Whe VPaOO RSeQiQg aW Whe bRWWRP Rf Whe WRZeU RSeQ a OiWWOe ZideU WR 
PaNe iW eaVieU fRU Pe WR aUP\-cUaZO RXW (ZiWhRXW faiO, ​ever\ time ​ I dR WhiV, aOO I caQ WhiQN Rf iV Whe 
UhiQR VceQe fURP Ace VeQWXUa. Yeah, I'P PaWXUe). 

​ 

I ePeUge bOiQNiQg iQWR Whe bUighW OighWV Rf bacNVWage. 

​ 

I caQ aOUead\ Vee a VWage haQd PRWiRQiQg fRU Pe WR hXUU\ XS aQd geW WR Whe fURQW WR SURceed ZiWh 
Whe jXdgiQg. MiUaQda VhRYeV Whe Ued SaQWV Ze'd VWaVhed behiQd Whe WRZeU fRU e[acWO\ WhiV PRPeQW 
iQWR P\ aUPV aQd I VWaUW W\iQg WheP RQ ZiWh VhaNiQg haQdV. NR fiQe PRWRU cRQWURO OefW. 
CRPSOeWeO\ fUied. 

​ 

"I WhiQN iW ZeQW RN?" I Vaid iQ a UXVhed ZhiVSeU aV fiQgeUV fXPbOed dXPbO\ ZiWh Whe VWUiQgV Rf Whe 
SaQWV. 

"Yeah, QR, I WhiQN WhaW ZeQW abRXW aV ZeOO aV iW cRXOd," MiUaQda ZhiVSeU-hiVVed bacN. 

"WhaW Whe fXcN haSSeQed ZiWh Whe ...?" 

"I ZaV fXcNiQg ​tr\ing. ​WaYiQg P\ aUPV OiNe cUa]\. NR RQe ZRXOd RSeQ Whe cXUWaiQ." 

"BORRd\ heOO." 

"Yeah." 

"WeOO, gRRd caOO. NRWhiQg eOVe WR dR abRXW iW..." 

"ThaQNV. Yeah. Read\?" 

I WaNe a TXicN deeS bUeaWh, VWaQdiQg XS WaOO. "YeV." 

Stand up tall, stand up proud, raise \our chin, don't hold \our breath, fi[ \our face, don't round 
\our shoulders -- ​​ 
​ 

I ZaON aURXQd Whe edge Rf Whe WRZeU, QRddiQg cXUWO\ WR Whe AD aV I PRYe cRQfideQWO\ WRZaUdV Whe 
fURQW Rf Whe VWage. 

​ 



The cXUWaiQV aUe abRXW WR RSeQ agaiQ.ƅ
ƅ

The JýdgiÔg ů Paë÷ ğ

ƅ
M\ heart is still racing from the e[ertion of the act as I stand 
centre stage, the bright white lights shining into m\ e\es so 
that the back half of the auditorium isn't visible. 
 
The fRXU jXdgeV VeaWed iQ fURQW Rf Pe, hRZeYeU, aUe cU\VWaO cOeaU. TheUe'V a PaQ iQ a beaXWifXO, 
VhaUSO\ WaiORUed ViOYeU VXiW RQ Whe OefW; a bab\-faced, SXdg\ \RXQgeU PaQ WR hiV UighW ​, ​a bORQde 
ZRPaQ ZiWh a ORW Rf ViOicRQe aQd fiOOeU eYeU\ZheUe iPagiQabOe Qe[W WR hiP, aQd fiQaOO\, RQ Whe 
UighW, a PaQ ZhR ORRNV OiNe Whe GeUPaQ PaVh-XS beWZeeQ GRUdRQ RaPVe\ aQd SiPRQ CRZeOO. ​ 

​ 

AOO Rf WheP haYe giaQW "X"V RQ Whe fURQW Rf Whe OiWWOe deVNV Whe\'Ue VeaWed behiQd. ThaW'V Whe 
fRUPaW Rf WheVe VhRZV: 3 '\eV'V, aQd \RX PRYe RQ WR Whe Qe[W URXQd. 3 "X"V, \RX'Ue RXW. OYeU Whe 



cRXUVe Rf Whe afWeUQRRQ I'd VeeQ cRPed\ aQd daQce acWV beiQg bX]]ed Rff cRPSOeWeO\, RU YRWed 3 
RU 4 "X"V fRU beiQg SRRUO\ cRQceiYed RU SRRUO\ SUeSaUed aQd XQdeU-UeheaUVed. TR be cRPSOeWeO\ 
hRQeVW, I'd beeQ VR fRcXVed RQ geWWiQg Sh\VicaOO\ SUeSaUed fRU WhiV acW aQd gRiQg WhURXgh Whe 
hRRSV Rf jXVW ​getting ​ heUe iQ Whe PiddOe Rf a gORbaO SaQdePic WhaW I'd fRUgRWWeQ eQWiUeO\ WhaW WhiV iV 
a VhRZ ZheUe SeRSOe YRWe RQ ZheWheU \RXU aUW iV 'gRRd' RU QRW. 

​ 

ThiV haVQ'W haSSeQed ZiWh aQ\ ciUcXV-RUieQWed acWV VR faU (aQd hRZ cRXOd iW? The VNiOO aQd effRUW 
iV VR cOeaUO\ YiVibOe iQ ciUcXV acWV). M\ bacNVWage VWXQW UiggeU fUieQd WROd Pe WhaW WheUe'V beeQ 4 RU 
PRUe SROe acWV iQ Whe OaVW 4 da\V Rf jXdgiQg, aQd SOeQW\ Rf dXR aeUiaO acWV. I ZaV feeOiQg PRUe 
e[ciWed aQd cRQfideQW WhaW P\ acW ZRXOd abVROXWeO\ be VRPeWhiQg Whe\'d QeYeU VeeQ befRUe. 

​ 

Surel\, it'll at least shake off the monoton\ / repetition of the last 4 da\s. This should make them 
sit up in their seats, ​I'd WhRXghW. 

​ 

​The aSSOaXVe iV VORZ WR VWaUW, aQd PRdeUaWe. 

​​ 

I bRZ VOighWO\, aOUead\ XQceUWaiQW\ bXiOdiQg iQ Whe bacN Rf P\ PiQd. I WU\ WR Uead Whe faciaO 
e[SUeVViRQV Rf Whe jXdgeV; fRU Whe PRVW SaUW Whe\'Ue a Pi[WXUe Rf bOaQNQeVV RU PiOd fURZQiQg 
( ​Zhich could be good or bad... ​). The ROdeU jXdge ± ​German Simon CoZell​, P\ 
2000V-SRS-cXOWXUe-cRQdiWiRQed bUaiQ VXSSOieV± ViWV RQ Whe faU UighW. He gReV fiUVW: 

​ 

"CaQ \RX iQWURdXce \RXUVeOf?" he aVNV. 

​ 

I dR VR. 

​ 

"AQd \RX'Ue fURP ZheUe?" 

​ 

"TRURQWR, CaQada." 

​ 

​"AQd dR \RX SUefeU EQgOiVh RU GeUPaQ?" 

"EQgOiVh, SOeaVe. M\ GeUPaQ iVQ'W gRRd eQRXgh \eW, I'P VRUU\." 

​ 

"YRXU OaVW QaPe, iW'V ...?" 

"AXVWUiaQ, ViU." TheUe¶V a VPaWWeUiQg Rf aSSOaXVe iQ Whe hRXVe (I PeaQ « WhaQNV, dad? I gXeVV?) ​ 



​ 

​He PaNeV a QeXWUaO VRXQd. TheUe iV a SUegQaQW SaXVe aV he VWaUeV iQWeQWO\ aW hiV SaSeUV, ZheUe aOO 
Whe iQfRUPaWiRQ abRXW Whe aUWiVWV aQd acWV aUe OiVWed fRU WheP. He ORRNV bacN XS aW Pe. The 
VOighWeVW hiQW Rf a VPiUN WXgV aW Whe edge Rf hiV WhiQ PRXWh, ViWWiQg OiNe a jagged OiQe cXWWiQg 
WhURXgh Whe URcN\, RYeU-WaQQed feaWXUeV Rf hiV OiQed face. WheQ he VSeaNV, hiV WRR-ZhiWe WeeWh 
VeeP WRR OaUge iQ hiV PRXWh. WhaW ViWV OiNe a jagged OiQe WhURXgh Whe cUagg\ WaQQed VWUXcWXUe Rf hiV 
face. 

​ 

³EVV«´ he Va\V VORZO\. 

​ 

( ​Keep \our shoulders back. Breathe sloZl\. Rela[ \our face.) ​ I ZaiW fRU Whe UeVW. 

​ 

³EVV,´ he Va\V agaiQ, fURZQiQg PRUe aQd ORRNiQg bacN dRZQ aW hiV VheeW agaiQ. A bad feeOiQg 
ZaVheV RYeU Pe. ³IV WhaW \RXU UeaO QaPe?´ 

​ 

³ThaW¶V P\ QaPe, ViU.´ 

​ 

The VPiUN SXOOV XS Whe edge Rf hiV PRXWh a OiWWOe PRUe. ³AQd ZhaW aUe \RX VXSSRVed WR be±´ fRU 
Whe bUiefeVW Rf PRPeQWV befRUe he fiQiVheV Whe VeQWeQce, P\ bUaiQ VWaUWV fRUPXOaWiQg aOO Whe 
SRVVibOe aQVZeUV WhaW PighW QaWXUaOO\ fROORZ fURP Whe VWaUW Rf a TXeVWiRQ OiNe WhaW: iV he gRQQa aVN 
ZhaW NiQd Rf ciUcXV aUWiVW I aP? AbRXW if WhiV iV a chaUacWeU RU a PRQVWeU? If iW¶V . . .ƅ

ƅ

The JýdgiÔg ů Paë÷ Ġƅ
³What are \ou supposed to be? A man or a woman?´ he 
finishes. 
 

SLAM. M\ VWRPach dURSV OiNe a VWRQe aOO Whe Za\ WR Whe fORRU. 

​ 

No. WHY.​ CRQfXViRQ. ​It¶s gotta be on his sheet. He knoZs. I asked them to tell th± The\ said the\ 
told ever\o± Wait if the\ told ever\one then is he just±? No, the\ Zouldn¶t do th± Would the\ do 
th±? Ma\be it¶s a language thing. No that doesn¶t make sense. His English is perfectl\ fine. SAY 
SOMETHING. 



​ 
I ORRN dRZQ aW Whe fORRU fRU a bUief PRPeQW WR cRPSRVe P\ face aQd ZiOO Whe bORRd WR VWRS 
UXVhiQg iQWR P\ cheeNV. M\ adUeQaOiQe iV VSiNiQg P\ heaUWbeaW. ​Not helping, bod\, ​I WhiQN. 

​ 

I cOeaU P\ WhURaW OighWO\. ³I¶P WUaQV QRQbiQaU\.´ I fRUce P\VeOf WR Va\ iW VORZO\ aQd eYeQO\. I feeO 
hRW. ³I¶P aZaUe Rf Whe OiQgXiVWic diffeUeQceV beWZeeQ GeUPaQ aQd EQgOiVh UegaUdiQg QeXWUaO 
OaQgXage fRU WaONiQg abRXW a ViQgOe SeUVRQ ± I PeaQ, I NQRZ Whe gUaPPaU caQ PaNe iW WUicN\. SR, I 
XVe µWhe\/WheP¶ iQ EQgOiVh. If WhaW¶V QRW aQ RSWiRQ, WheQ I VXSSRVe µhe¶ PaNeV PRUe VeQVe WhaQ 
µVhe¶.´ 

​ 

I PaNe e\e cRQWacW ZiWh Whe RWheU 3 jXdgeV aV I Va\ iW. The bORQde ORRNV YacaQW. The chXbb\ gX\ 
WR heU UighW ORRNV aggUeVViYeO\ bRUed, VORXchiQg iQ hiV VeaW aQd VWaUiQg XQbOiQNiQgO\ aW Pe. The 
PaQ iQ Whe ViOYeU VXiW WR hiV OefW iV QeaUO\ VTXiUPiQg iQ hiV VeaW. IV WhaW ePbaUUaVVPeQW I¶P VeeiQg 
RQ hiV face? 

​ 

GeUPaQ SiPRQ CRZeOO ORRNV aW Pe OiNe I RZe hiP PRUe Rf aQ aQVZeU. I hROd hiV ga]e ZiWh a 
SOeaVaQW, QeXWUaO e[SUeVViRQ RQ P\ face PaVNiQg Whe WXUPRiO iQVide Pe. He ORRNV dRZQ aW hiV 
SaSeUV agaiQ aQd I caWch Whe VOighWeVW fOicN Rf aQ e\ebURZ UaiVe aV he hideV hiV ZideQiQg VPiUN. 
Did he just ± ?! Shit. He± WoZ. Oka\. He « knoZs. He kneZ. Wh\ did he ask me then? Did he 
do that to just«? ​​ 

​ 

I¶P gUaWefXO fRU MiUaQda VWaQdiQg aW P\ bacN. I¶P gOad I¶P QRW VWaQdiQg RQ WhiV gRd daPQ VWage 
aORQe UighW QRZ. TheUe¶V a ViOeQce WhaW WeeWeUV RQ Whe bUiQN Rf becRPiQg aZNZaUd ZheQ Whe jXdge 
RQ Whe faU OefW, dUeVVed iQ Whe VhaUS ViOYeU VXiW, VSeaNV XS. I UaSidO\ Uead hiV faciaO e[SUeVViRQ, hiV 
bRd\ OaQgXage. ​Bright. Neutral. Open. Please be oka\. ​SiOYeU SXiW aVNV hiV TXeVWiRQ iQ EQgOiVh 
fiUVW, WheQ WUaQVOaWeV Whe TXeVWiRQ iQWR GeUPaQ UighW aZa\ fRU Whe cURZd. He VeePV WR be 
VRPeZhaW aW a ORVV fRU ZhaW he jXVW ZaWched, aQd ZaQWV Pe WR e[SOaiQ Whe acW a OiWWOe. 

​ 

Thank god. ​ReOief ZaVheV RYeU Pe. JXVW WaON abRXW \RXU acW. MaNe iW abRXW Whe acW. ThaQN \RX. ​ 

​ 

​"I¶P iQWeUeVWed iQ Whe PRPeQWV aQd SOaceV ZheUe WhiQgV WhaW aUe beaXWifXO cURVV RYeU iQWR WhiQgV 
WhaW aUe gURWeVTXe, aQd Yice YeUVa. ThaW cXUiRViW\ iV RQe Rf Whe WhiQgV WhaW iQfRUPed cUeaWiQg WhiV 
acW. CRQWRUWiRQ caQ be diVWXUbiQg WR VRPe SeRSOe aQd beaXWifXO WR RWheUV. IW¶V WUXO\ iQ Whe e\e Rf 
Whe behROdeU. ThiV acW SUeVeQWV bRWh Rf WheVe YiVXaO aeVWheWicV iQ c\cOeV. OQe bOeQdV iQWR Whe 
RWheU. PeRSOe UeVSRQd VWURQgO\ WR WhiV acW: Whe\ eiWheU fiQd iW hRUUif\iQg aQd ZaQW WR WXUQ aZa\, RU 



Whe\¶Ue faVciQaWed. TheUe iV VRPeWhiQg deeSO\ eQgagiQg abRXW Whe SOaceV ​in betZeen ​ Whe VWaWeV 
aQd ideaV WhaW Ze fiQd faPiOiaU." 

​ 

He ORRNV aW Pe ZiWh VRPeWhiQg aNiQ WR VWXQQed cRQfXViRQ VWiOO. He UePaiQV cROOecWed, WhRXgh, aQd 
SUeVVeV RQ: ³I Vee « BXW-", he VhaNeV hiV head a OiWWOe. ³ ​Wh\​ ZRXOd \RX dR VRPeWhiQg VR 
daQgeURXV? IW iV hRUUific WR ZaWch.´ 

​ 

I WaNe a bUeaWh. I ZaV e[SecWiQg WhiV RQe: "I aOVR ZRUN iQ Whe fiOP aQd WeOeYiViRQ iQdXVWU\ aV a 
VWXQW SeUfRUPeU. I'P iQWeUeVWed iQ hRZ RXU SeUceSWiRQ Rf UiVN iQcUeaVeV RU UedXceV Whe VeQVe Rf 
µVSecWacOe¶. IQ VWXQWV, P\ jRb iV WR SeUfRUP UiVN\ WhiQgV iQ a Za\ WhaW UedXceV WhaW UiVN aV PXch aV 
SRVVibOe: WhURXgh VSeciaOi]ed WUaiQiQg, WhURXgh PRYie Pagic, WhURXgh caUefXO VafeW\ SOaQQiQg. IQ 
ciUcXV, Whe UiVN iQheUeQW iQ Whe acWV WhaW Ze ORYe WR ZaWch aUe aOZa\V WheUe, WRR - bXW Ze dRQ¶W 
WhiQN Rf iW cRQVciRXVO\. TheUe ZaV aQ eQRUPRXV aPRXQW Rf UeVeaUch, SUeSaUaWiRQ, aQd WUaiQiQg WhaW 
ZeQW iQWR WhiV acW WR cUeaWe VRPeWhiQg WhaW iV VafeO\ UeSeaWabOe ZhiOe VWiOO haYiQg Whe iPSacW WhaW iW 
haV. M\ WUaiQiQg ZaV highO\ VSeciaOi]ed iQ PaQ\ iQ RUdeU WR dR WhiV VafeO\. NRW eYeU\RQe cRXOd 
dR iW." 

​ 

³BXW ​Zh\​ ZRXOd \RX dR WhaW? WhaW¶V Whe SRiQW?´ 

​ 

( ​Come on, gu\ « throZ me a bone​.) I WhRXghW I'd aQVZeUed hiP iQ a faiUO\ bRPbSURRf Za\, bXW 
he ZaV geWWiQg hXQg XS RQ Whe 'daQgeU' SaUW. SR I WUied agaiQ: "I¶Ye heaUd PaQ\ WiPeV befRUe WhaW 
cRQWRUWiRQ iV 'Whe bRUiQg acW' iQ a ciUcXV RU cabaUeW. The WRZeU iPPediaWeO\ iQWURdXceV a cOeaU 
VeQVe Rf UiVN WR Whe YieZeU. IW fRUceV VSecWacOe bacN WR Whe fRUefURQW. SSecWacOe iV Zh\ Ze aUe 
eQWeUWaiQed. TheUe iV QR VhRZ ZiWhRXW VSecWacOe. AQd WheUe aUe feZ VSecWacOeV WhaW e[iVW ZiWhRXW 
UiVN - ZheWheU \RX aUe cRQVciRXVO\ aZaUe Rf WhaW RU QRW. WheQ WheUe iV QR VeQVe Rf SRWeQWiaO UiVN 
WR Whe SeUfRUPeU, PaQ\ Rf XV ORVe iQWeUeVW TXicNO\. ShRUW aWWeQWiRQ VSaQV." ​ ​ 

​ 
"​YRX ORRN VRUW Rf OiNe aQ aOieQ iQVide!" Whe fePaOe jXdge iQWeUUXSWV. "I didQ'W NQRZ ZhaW I ZaV 
ORRNiQg aW aW fiUVW." ​​ 

​ 
I WXUQ P\ bRd\ WRZaUdV heU VOighWO\. ​"​ThaW'V aQRWheU iPSRUWaQW SaUW Rf Whe acW," I begiQ, ZaQWiQg 
WR WaNe adYaQWage Rf Whe RSeQiQg ( ​since the\'re not going to ask, apparentl\ ​, I PXWWeU iQ Whe bacN 
Rf P\ head). 

​ 

BXW Whe fePaOe jXdge iQWeUUXSWV agaiQ: ³NR! IW¶V WRR VcaU\! TheUe¶V QR Qeed WR dR VRPeWhiQg WhiV 
daQgeURXV.´ 



​ 

Oh for f*cks sakes ... You just Zatched tZo acrobats perform a perch duet Zhere the fl\er slides 
headfirst doZn the pole balanced precariousl\ on her partner¶s shoulder. You just Zatched a 
virtual audition of an acrobat doing backflips off an ELEPHANT. Were \ou even listening- ? 

​ 
"NRWhiQg abRXW ZhaW I SeUfRUPed fRU \RX RQ WhiV VWage WRQighW iV iQ a diffeUeQW caWegRU\ Rf UiVN 
WhaQ Whe RWheU ciUcXV acWV \RX'Ye ZaWched," I Va\ iQVWead Rf aOO Whe WhiQgV I aP WhiQNiQg. ​​ 

​ 
She VWaUWV giggOiQg QeUYRXVO\ RYeU Pe. ³NR! Ich habe aQgVW.´ 

​ 

I NQRZ ZhaW WhaW RQe PeaQV. ​(Good​, I WhiQN cROdO\, ​\ou utterl\ ridiculous Zoman ​.) 

​ 

I RSeQ P\ PRXWh WR NeeS Whe cRQYeUVaWiRQ PRYiQg RQ fURP WhiV ZeiUd PRPeQW ZheQ GeUPaQ 
SiPRQ CRZeOO jXPSV bacN iQ, OaXghiQg ZiWh heU eYeQ ORXdeU. The\ VZiWch WR UaSid GeUPaQ aV 
Whe\ cRQWiQXe bRXQciQg iQcUeaViQgO\ UaXcRXV OaXghWeU Rff each RWheU. 

​ 

I¶P WU\iQg WR fROORZ aQd faiOiQg - bXW iW¶V QRW a NiQd OaXghWeU. 

​ 

I caQ¶W fRRO P\VeOf aQ\ ORQgeU: I¶P aQgU\ aQd VWXQQed aW Whe VaPe WiPe. 

ƅ
The JýdgiÔg ů Paë÷ ġƅ
I hope m\ ears aren¶W as red as Whe\ feel​, I think. ​YoX¶re 
represenWing Canada. YoX¶re represenWing Canada. YoX¶re 
represenWing Canada. Be poliWe, be poliWe, be poliWe. ​I stand 
there with m\ face as blank as possible and wait for them to 
stop acting like children. ​​ 
​ 

The\¶Ye PRYed RQ WR PiPiQg RXW VRPeWhiQg WhaW¶V cOeaUO\ TXiWe cRPicaO WR WheP, aQd UeOaWed WR 
ZhaW I had jXVW SeUfRUPed fRU WheP. SiOYeU SXiW ORRNV SURSeUO\ SaiQed QRZ aW hiV cROOeagXeV 
behaYiRXU. ​Good​. 



​ 

GeUPaQ SiPRQ CRZeOO ZiSeV a WeaU fURP aQ e\e aQd WXUQV bacN WR Pe, cUeeS\ chicOeW WeeWh RQ 
fXOO diVSOa\ QRZ OiNe a SUedaWRU\ OiWWOe jacN-iQ-Whe-bR[. HiV YRice deeSeQV agaiQ, aOO bXViQeVV, aQd 
Va\V iQ EQgOiVh, ³I dRQ¶W NQRZ Zh\± WhiV dReVQ¶W beORQg RQ a VhRZ OiNe WhiV.´ 

​ 

What? 

​ 

He fi[eV Pe iQ hiV VTXiQW\, ic\ e\eV aQd fOaWO\ Va\V, ³ThiV iV a ​famil\ ​VhRZ.´ 

​ 

I WUiSOe bOiQN befRUe I caQ caWch P\VeOf aQd WheQ geW P\ faciaO e[SUeVViRQV bacN XQdeU cRQWURO. 
Was that another«? No. He couldn¶t have ² 

​ 

BXW QRZ hiV face iV daUNeU. I WaNe a VcaQ Rf Whe WZR PiddOe jXdgeV: Whe bORQde iV SXUViQg heU 
RYeUfiOOed OiSV; Whe chXbb\ cRPediaQ iV ORRNiQg aW Pe ZiWh VRPeWhiQg cORVe WR diVgXVW RQ hiV 
face. GeUPaQ SiPRQ CRZeOO iV VWiOO WaONiQg: ³I ZRXOd QeYeU aOORZ P\ NidV WR ZaWch WhiV. The\¶d 
cRPe UXQQiQg iQWR P\ URRP aW QighW VcUeaPiQg abRXW QighWPaUeV,´ he fiQiVheV ZiWh a OaXgh. 

​ 

IW¶V cOeaU WheUe¶V QRW gRiQg WR be aQ\ diVcXVViRQ Rf aQ\WhiQg Rf YaOXe: OiNe hRZ WheUe¶V QR RQe eOVe 
SeUfRUPiQg WhiV iQ Whe ZRUOd, OiNe hRZ Whe\ jXVW ZaWched VRPeWhiQg WhaW WaNeV aQ RbjecWiYeO\ 
dePaQdiQg OeYeO Rf WechQiTXe, VNiOO, aQd fRcXV. I¶P jXVW a WaUgeW. I VXddeQO\ UePePbeU WhaW I haYe 
WR ZaiW fRU WheP WR acWXaOO\ jXdge Pe ZiWh WheiU VWXSid bX]]eU bXWWRQV, QRW jXVW WU\ WR hXPiOiaWe 
Pe. 

​ 

Get me off this stage. Please don't put me through to the ne[t stage. I never Zant to see ​aQ\ ​ of 
\ou again. ​​ 

​ 

I¶P fiQaOO\ SXW RXW Rf P\ PiVeU\. 

​ 

SiOYeU SXiW: ³I ZiOO be hRQeVW. I dRQ¶W eQWiUeO\ « µgeW iW¶. BXW iW ​is ​iQWUigXiQg. I ZRXOd Vee ZhaW 
\RX dR ZiWh iW Qe[W, giYeQ Whe chaQce.´ He hiWV a bXWWRQ aQd Whe fURQW Rf hiV deVN fOaVheV XS 
gUeeQ. I fi[ a VPaOO VPiOe RQ P\ face aQd giYe hiP a SROiWe bRZ Rf WhaQNV. 

​ 

GeUPaQ SiPRQ CRZeOO iV Qe[W. ³I caQ¶W SXW \RX WhURXgh. I had a bad feeOiQg ZaWchiQg iW, becaXVe 
iW UeaOO\ feOW OiNe a QighWPaUe cRPe WR Oife.´ ​BUZZ​. A big Ued µX¶ aSSeaUV. ​Good​. 



​ 

The bORQde gReV. AQRWheU VWXSid, high-SiWched WiWWeU SUecedeV heU cRPPeQW: ³ORh ± QR, I caQ¶W! I 
WhiQN \RX ZRXOd jXVW VcaUe Pe agaiQ Qe[W WiPe!´ ​BUZZ​. AQRWheU big Ued µX¶. ​E[cellent ​. 

​ 

The WhUee jXdgeV ZhR haYe VSRNeQ aOO ORRN WR WheiU UePaiQiQg cROOeagXe, ZhR haV VWa\ed ViOeQW. 
He¶V jXVW beeQ VQaNe-e\eiQg Pe ZhiOe Whe RWheU WhUee gaYe WheiU jXdgePeQWV, VORXchiQg bacN iQ 
hiV chaiU, OegV VSUaZOiQg, OeaQiQg heaYiO\ RQ RQe eObRZ aQd VPXVhiQg hiV dRXgh\ face iQWR RQe 
haQd. TheUe iV a ORaded, XQSOeaVaQW SaXVe ± aQd WheQ iW¶V OiNe he UePePbeUV WhaW I¶P a UeaO, OiYe 
SeUVRQ VWaQdiQg iQ fURQW Rf hiP WhaW he¶V VWaUiQg aW ZiWh diVSOeaVXUe. 

​ 

He WaNeV a bUeaWh, VXPPRQV Whe eQeUg\ WR ViW XS VOighWO\ iQ hiV VeaW, aQd ZiWh a VPaOO diVPiVViYe 
haQd ZaYe ViPSO\ Va\V, ³NR.´ ​BUZZ​. 

​ 

³ThaQN \RX fRU \RXU WiPe,´ I Va\ ZiWh Whe baUe PiQiPXP Rf SROiWe WRQe iQ P\ YRice WR Whe jXdgeV. 
³ThaQN \RX,´ I Va\ agaiQ, addUeVViQg Whe aXdieQce ZiWh RQe PRUe bRZ. ​Jerks ​. I WXUQ bacN RYeU 
P\ VhRXOdeU, PaNe e\e cRQWacW ZiWh MiUaQda ZhR ± OiNe a daPQ SUR ± iV NeeSiQg heU face 
eTXaOO\ QeXWUaO. 

​ 

I PaNe P\VeOf hROd P\ chiQ high aQd WaNe deeS eYeQ bUeaWhV WR NeeS P\VeOf fURP SRZeU-VWUidiQg 
Rff WhaW VWage. 

ƅ
The JýdgiÔg ů Paë÷ Ģƅ
M\ head is spinning. I let the storm clouds take over m\ face 
once I'm out of sight of the judges and audience in the wings. 
M\ fists have balled up and m\ chest feels like it wants to 
e[plode. ​ 
​ 

IPPediaWeO\ a caPeUa iV VhRYed iQ P\ face. A ZRPaQ iV VWaQdiQg WheUe Qe[W WR Whe caPeUa PaQ 
ZiWh a PicURShRQe. I ORRN TXicNO\ aURXQd aW Whe 3 RU 4 RWheU cUeZ PePbeUV / VWage haQdV 
VWaQdiQg WheUe, aQd Whe\¶Ue QRW PaNiQg e\e cRQWacW. The iQWeUYieZeU iV WU\iQg WR fOag Pe dRZQ: 
³HRZ ZaV iW! WhaW dR \RX haYe WR Va\?´ 



​ 

Fuck. I forgot about this part. ​ ​The\¶re alZa\s there Zaiting in the Zings after \ou perform to get 
a sound bite. God damn it​. 

​ 

I VWaQd WheUe, URRWed WR Whe gURXQd. I¶P RSeQiQg P\ PRXWh aQd ZiOOiQg VRXQdV WR cRPe RXW bXW 
WheUe¶V QRWhiQg haSSeQiQg. 

​ 

The iQWeUYieZeU¶V VPiOe VWaUWV WR VWUaiQ aW Whe edgeV, heU SeSS\ TV SeUVRQaOiW\ PRde giYiQg Za\ 
WR Whe XQeaViQeVV ZUiWWeQ acURVV heU face. WhaW iV WhaW e[SUeVViRQ? AZNZaUd? EPbaUUaVVed? « 

​ 

YOU HAVE TO SAY SOMETHING. BE GRACIOUS. DON¶T SAY WHAT YOU WANT TO SAY. ​​ 

I¶P VWiOO VWaUiQg aW Whe gURXQd, WU\iQg WR VWaUW VeQWeQce afWeU VeQWeQce. 

​ 

I fiQaOO\ ORRN XS aW heU aQd heU caPeUa RS, aOO SUeWeQce Rf eaV\-gRiQg cRPSOiaQce gRQe. ³I¶P 
e[WUePeO\ diVaSSRiQWed ZiWh Whe cRQdXcW Rf \RXU jXdgeV,´ iV ZhaW cRPeV RXW Rf Pe, fiQaOO\. PaUW 
Rf Pe iV hRUUified WhaW I'Ye Vaid WhiV ZheUe iW'OO be UecRUded fRUeYeU, eYeQ aV Whe beaVW iQ P\ cheVW 
URaUV iWV ViPXOWaQeRXV aSSURYaO. I VhaNe P\ head aQd ZaON aZa\. 

​ 

A WiQ\ PA VcXUUieV XS beVide Pe. ³WaiW! YRX haYe \RXU e[iW iQWeUYieZ!´ 

​ 

I UefXVe WR bUeaN P\ VWUide aQd gURZO, ³AbVROXWeO\ QRW.´ 

​ 

³BXW ±³ 

​ 

I VWRS VXddeQO\, SXOOiQg P\VeOf XS WR P\ fXOO heighW aQd fi[iQg heU ZiWh a fOaW VWaUe, ZaiWiQg fRU 
heU WR haYe Whe gRRd gUaceV WR ORRN ePbaUUaVVed. 

You people have used me enough toda\. ​³E[acWO\,´ I Va\, aQd cRQWiQXe RQ P\ Za\. MiUaQda 
NeeSV Sace ZiWh Pe. 

​ 

³YRX gRRd, dXde?´ Vhe Va\V TXieWO\ XQdeU heU bUeaWh. 

​ 

³I jXVW ± I ± OeW¶V geW Whe fXcN RXW Rf heUe.´ 

​ 



³GRRd caOO. FXcN WhiV QRiVe.´ 

​ 

³WaV± ZaV WhaW« aP I cUa]\ RU ZaV WhaW aV bad aV I «?´ 

​ 

³NR dXde. IW¶V e[acWO\ aV bad aV \RX WhiQN.´ 

​ 

³YRX WhiQN he acWXaOO\ PeaQW «? IW¶V QRW jXVW Pe?´ 

​ 

³NRW fURP ZheUe I ZaV VWaQdiQg,´ Vhe Vaid daUNO\. 

​ 

TheUe ZaV a OeadeQ cRPfRUW iQ haYiQg had a ZiWQeVV WR WhaW UagiQg dXPSVWeU fiUe. 

AQ iQVXUaQce SROic\ agaiQVW Whe VecRQd-gXeVViQg aQd VeOf-gaVOighWiQg aOUead\ WU\iQg WR VeW iQ. 

​ 

The hRXVe OighWV cRPe RQ. The VhRZ iV dRQe. I SXOO RQ P\ ZaUP Oa\eUV aQd MiUaQda aQd I VeW WR 
PeWhRdicaOO\ WaNiQg aSaUW Whe WRZeU Siece b\ Siece. 

The XSUighWV cRPe dRZQ; Whe OaWe[ caUefXOO\ WaNeQ Rff aQd fROded; Whe WRS aQd bRWWRP VTXaUeV 
bURNeQ dRZQ. 

IW aOO gReV bacN iQ Whe VNi bag. We gaWheU XS RXU PiQibaQdV, RXU Sh\ViR baOOV, RXU ZaWeU bRWWOeV. 
IW¶V 11SP. 

​ 

I dUag Whe bagV RXW WR Whe ORadiQg dRcN aW Whe bacN Rf Whe VWage ZhiOe Ze ZaiW fRU RXU VhXWWOe 
dUiYeU WR SXOO XS aQd WaNe XV bacN WR Whe hRWeO. 

IW¶V TXieW. The aiU iV cRRO. The VN\ iV deeS aQd daUN. OQe Rf Whe cUeZ PePbeUV I had VSRNeQ ZiWh 
eaUOieU iQ Whe da\ ZaQdeUV RXW RQWR Whe faU Vide Rf Whe dRcN aQd OighWV XS a cigaUeWWe. She WaNeV a 
VORZ dUag aQd OeWV Whe VPRNe RXW iQ a ORQg, VWead\ Vigh. She WXUQV WR Pe. 

​ 

³I¶P VRUU\ abRXW ZhaW haSSeQed,´ Vhe Va\V ViPSO\. 

​ 

I ORRN RYeU aW heU, TXieW fRU a PRPeQW. ³Yeah,´ I Va\ fiQaOO\. ³ThaQNV. I ZaVQ¶W e[SecWiQg WhaW.´ 

​ 

³The\ didQ¶W Qeed WR be VR UXde. The\ NiQd Rf dR WhaW RQ SXUSRVe, WheVe VhRZV . . .´ Vhe WUaiOV Rff. 

​ 



³Yeah. I NQRZ hRZ WheVe VhRZV gR. I dRQ¶W UeaOO\ caUe aOO WhaW PXch abRXW Whe jXdgiQg iWVeOf. BXW 
Whe jXdgeV ... ZeUe ... a VXUSUiVe.´ 

​ 

She VhRRN heU head. ³IW¶V ePbaUUaVViQg. The\¶Ue « ZeOO. Yeah. I WhRXghW \RXU acW ZaV aPa]iQg.´ 

​ 

³ThaQNV.´ 

​ 

We ZaiW iQ ViOeQce XQWiO a OaUge bOacN YaQ SXOOV XS: RXU Uide bacN WR Whe hRWeO. She fOicNV heU bXWW 
RXW iQWR Whe SaUNiQg ORW, a fadiQg Ued ePbeU diVaSSeaUiQg RQWR daUNeQed cRQcUeWe. I haXO Whe WRZeU 
bag iQWR Whe bacN Rf Whe YehicOe aQd cOiPb iQ ZiWh MiUaQda aV Vhe WXUQV aQd gReV bacN iQVide Whe 
VWXdiR. 

​ 

I caQ¶W ZaiW WR gR hRPe. 
 
 

ƅ


